




















Clean-up time

Thanks for all the hard work. We had a great time!




NEW BOOXS FOR JANUARY, 2007
By Keenan Tunnell

Can you believe that it’s New Year’s again/already??!! Well, this list of new books is
aimed at getting all of us to think about things in possibly new ways. Challenge yourself
and give one a try!

Lamott, Anne. Plan B: Further thoughts on Faith
(Think about the “mid-life crisis” in a new way.)
Amazon.com reviewer Cindy Crosby writes: “Few people can write about faith, parenting,
and relationships as can the talented, irreverent Anne Lamott. With characteristic black
humor ("Everyone has been having a hard time with life this year; not with all of it, just
the waking hours"), she continues to unfold her spiritual journey. Plan B finds Lamott
wrestling with mid-life hormones and weight gain while
parenting Sam, now a teenager with his own set of raging
hormones. Her observations cover everything from starting a
Sunday school to grief over the death of her beloved dog,
Sadie; lamenting the war to bitterness over her = ;
relationship with her now-departed mother. o \
"Everything feels crazy," writes Lamott, adding, "But on small patches of earth
all over, | can see just as much messy mercy and grace as ever...." Lamott’s
essays will serve as reminders to readers of the patches of messy mercy and grace in a cha-
otic world.

Devotional Materials Available

The library has many interesting devotional materials and Lutheran

publications available to you. Some of these include... Upper
Room:Daily Devotional Guide (large & small
print), Lutheran Journal, The Lutheran, Lutheran
Women Today, Ignite Your Faith, Christian
College, Thrivent, Prayer Ventures, and Notes &
Quotes (newsletter of Northern Great Lakes
Synod).




Edgar, Bob. Middle Church: reclaiming the moral values of the faithful majority
from the religious right

(Think about the place of religion in American society in a new way.)
Amazon.com reviewer Sharon Shaw Elrod writes: “Bob Edgar's book addresses
Middle Church, Middle Mosque and Middle Synagogue and challenges the faithful
majority of us to speak out, vote and truly follow the leaders of our faiths. With
our collective lack of understanding and complacency, we've allowed the conservative
religious right to steal from us. And then, once stolen, the values have been remolded,
reframed and reissued as 'authentic’ and the ‘true’ meaning of the Bible, the Talmud and

the Koran. That's all hogwash!” : l C

Those wonderful books talk about our responsibility for stewardship and preservation
of Planet Earth; our responsibility to protect and defend widows and children from the
ravages of poverty; and God's requirement that all his children live in peace with one
another and treat each other like we want to be treated. The religious right created hot
buttons, like homosexuality and abortion, and try to place their origins in the Bible,
Talmud and Koran. Sorry. Those books just don't talk about the religious right's
claims.... Everyone in Middle America needs to read this book, and understand we
must face-off with the religious right. They can’t steal from us if we refuse to allow
it!”

Doman, Regina. Angel in the Waters. £ N
(Think about the unborn child in a new way.)
Amazon.com reviewer Paul C. Fry writes: “ In the beginning I was...
Thus begins this unforgettable story of a pre-born baby's life from consciousness
through birth. This book is a masterpiece which has a profound effect on both children
and adults. Although many non-religious people might dismiss it as fanciful, the idea
of a small helpless pre-born baby speaking to an angel is a sensible and comforting
belief. A book like this could tend to be sappy or sentimental, but instead the story is
very simple and honest. The entire narration is from the child's point of view. This has
an absolutely disarming effect. Reading the words of the book will almost assuredly
make many parents cry, especially those with small children, so you might want to read
this through a few times before reading it to your child.”




W{'}méﬁﬂ_cn @ WHAT'S UP WITH WELCA

The WELCA Christmas Program was a very
enjoyable evening. Martha Circle had a
wonderful display of nativities and a short
program. Audience members had a chance to
try their hand at playing the chimes during the
ring and sing portion of the program.

In the Christmas spirit of givng the following funds were
dispersed: $100 to Harbor House, which helps women and

¥ children of domestic abuse, $100 to Voices For Youth which

il provides help to homeless youth in our community, $200 for
the Salvation Army, and $200 for the Pastor's discretionary
fund. Also, we would like to thank all of you who gave to this
year's Advent Tree. Many wonderful gifts made this
Christmas a little brighter for others. Thank you to Doris and
Carl Pellonpaa for delivering the gifts to the Salvation Army.

2 . '*. Lt -
What has WELCA Meant to You?

Recently, members have been asked "What has WELCA meant to you?" Here are
some comments by Cathy Barton. 'l find being a part of WELCA like being part
of a family. | love the support we get and give to each other in times of sorrow
and how we celebrate together in joyful times. ....... Often we laugh till we cry."




January 1
1Pray for Women of the ELCA and the Evangelical Lutheran Church

in America. SR
1Give thanks for new beginnings, new opportunities, and new 1
challenges. g S/

1iPray for a spirit of gentleness in this new year.

1Pray for women participating in the Lutheran World Relief trips to
Tanzania this month and those who will travel to India for Women of
the ELCA's Global Education and Advocacy Seminar this year.
January 8

1iPray for all institutions of learning, that students may be challenged
and empowered to grow, teachers and administrators may lead and
serve, and activities enhance
community.

1Give thanks for snowflakes and snow plows, snow suits and snow angels, warm snow-
less places, and multi-flavored snow cones.

1Pray for our government, its leaders, and all who are in places of decision-making, that
these decisions will recognize, honor, and empower a global community.
January 15

1Pray for Christian unity.

1Give thanks for the opportunities you have to learn from persons of another faith,
culture, gender, geographical location, age, experience, or ability.

1Pray for the work of the ELCA Global Mission staff, companion synods throughout
the world, and women and men who work in these areas.
January 22

1Pray for children and adults who are victims of commercial sexual exploitation.

1Give thanks for neighborhood watch programs, "nosey" neighbors who report crime,
and open communication that allows families to share and not keep secrets.

1Pray for women's organizations in Japan, Namibia, and throughout the world.
January 29

1iPray for the Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls initiative and your involvement in
it.

1Give thanks for Lutheran World Relief, Equal Exchange, and all individuals,
organizations, and agencies that support fair trade.

1Pray for the advocacy efforts of the church and your ability to become involved.




ds - Did you know, »

God gives us everything we need.

We are connected to God and each
other.

Baptism welcomes us into God’s
family.

gible Verse to memorize

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life;
he who comes to me shall not hunger, and
he who believes in me shall never thirst.”
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Christmas Program—December 10, 2006

Thank you, Brent and Denise, for sharing your musical talents with Bethany. We
appreciate your gifts of song.

The Sunday School program recording has been posted on the website.
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Frinoy Flhes

W paper (plain white or
glittery wrapping paper)

W round plate or saucer
{about the size you want
vour snowflake)

B pencil, crayon or marker

W scissors o -
b
W ribhan or yarn %

B glitter
W glue stick
—
[ e

B hole punch
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Make
A

Snowflake
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Wha! you need to do:
1. Draw a circle on a piece of
paper by tracing around the

plate or saucer. .
2, Cut out the circle, """

3. Fold the paper in half three
firom the folded paper.
abaut you.
a hole in the smowilake. |f||

times. {If the paper is
thick, fod it just twice. O
4, Use your scissors to
5. Unfold your paper.
6. On one side, write some
7. Decorate the other side using
the glue stick and dlitter.
9, Put ribbon or yam
through the hole, and *

carefully cut out shapes |'.'
things that are special

. When the glitter is dry, punch
tie it to make a hanger.

o




__ Council Highlights
e + « Pastor will prepare paper work needed for getting an
/\’ p '\\ intern for the 2007-2008 year. Paper work is due in January.

/ Worship latters \ o Special thanks for Brent and Denise Clark for the

il children’s Christmas program and thanks also to Gary
H mY=r e __H Sundblad for his help with music CD’s
2 \ e Work was done on the budget. Del and Cheryl will
present information at the January meeting.
Dates for Agenda Meeting and Annual Meeting were set.
Authorized an additional donation of $1000 for Synod benevolence.

Bethany’s Annual Meeting will
be January 28, 2007.

The meeting to finalize the
agenda will be January 21, 2007.

@ Have You Visited Bethany’s Website? m
- www.bethanyishpeming.org N
Vorine Web —
Each week the Pastor’s sermon is put online so people can read and/or listen to his
message. Even though Pastor Geier has been occasionally preaching at Trinity
Lutheran in his role as interim pastor, keep in mind that all of his sermons, including

those being given at Trinity, are still being recorded and can be found on Bethany’s
website later in the week.

Have you checked out...
Pastor’s sermons
Downloadable mural
Children’s Christmas Program
Outlook




January 7 — Do You Trust God’s Abundance? race

Anxiety over scarcity is the prevailing creed in American life, even though many
Americans have blessing and abundance beyond measure. Gifted teacher and author
Walter Brueggemann takes an inside look at why we behave so anxiously, and why
it runs counter to everything God desires or offers. You’ll hear his ideas for taking a

generous God much more seriously than we often do.

January 14 — Domination Is Anything But Holy
Ephesians 5:21-32

Sexual and domestic violence are epidemic in American culture. Surprising to many
people, however, is the role that Christianity plays in hiding the crisis through silence,
or in perpetuating the crisis through a misuse of the Bible. Marie Fortune, founder
and senior analyst at the Faith Trust Institute, talks about societal discomfort in
addressing this violence. Host Peter Marty looks into one of the more difficult biblical
passages involving domination and subjugation.

January 21 -When Our Bodies Get Sick
Luke 6:17-19

When our bodies get sick, more than pain, disease, or symptoms are involved. Our
whole person gets dragged into the illness. Our hopes, dreams, and character
strengths and weaknesses become part of the picture. Professor and author Arthur
Frank speaks as eloquently as anyone on the difference between treatment and care,
illness and disease, and fighting and struggling. Here’s a front line look at illness
being part of who we are.

January 28 — Inside Chinese Prisons
Luke 4:18-19

There are plenty of fairness gaps in the United States system of justice, but nothing
like those in countries that detain and imprison people for merely speaking their
mind. John Kamm, executive director of the Dui Hua Foundation, has made a life
out of working to free Chinese dissidents who disappear from the public eye. His
efforts have been both courageous and successful. They remind us in a pointed way
of the biblical mandate to pursue justice for others.

Grace Matters airs on Sunny 102 at 7:30 Sunday mornings.




The Inn-Keeper Makes Excuses
By Edgar Guest

“Oh, if only I had known!”
Said the keeper of the inn.
“But no hint to me was shown,
And | didn’t let them in.

“Yes, a star gleamed overhead,
But | couldn’t read the skies
And I’d given every bed
To the very rich and wise.
N1
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“And she was so poorly clad,

And he hadn’t much to say!
But no room for them | had,

So | ordered them away.

“She seemed tired, and it was late
And they begged so hard, that |
Feeling sorry for her state,
In the stable let them lie.

“Had I turned some rich man out
Just to make a place for them

“Twould have killed, beyond a doubt,
All my trade at Bethlehem.

“Then there came the wise men three
To the stable, with the morn,

Who announced they’d come to see
The great King who had been born.

“And they brought Him gifts of myrrh,
Costly frankincense and gold,
And a great light shone on her
In the stable, bleak and cold.

“All my patrons, now are dead
And forgotten, but to-day

All the world to peace is led
By the ones | sent away.

“It was my unlucky fate
To be born that Inn to own,
Against Christ | shut my gate —
Oh, if only I had known!”




TE 5 Congratulations!

Chuck Stahlmann was recently accepted to medical school at Michigan
State.

Tori Nault was selected as Student of the Week for Westwood High School.

Katie Johns and Alex Goldsworthy were members of the C.L. Phelps Quiz Bowl team
that placed 2nd in the Upper Peninsula Quiz Bowl Tournament.

HONOR ROLL STUDENTS: Michael Carriere, Matthew Leverton, Jacob Dault,
Matthew Waters, Travis Allen, Casey Hares, Katelyn Hough, Jessica Dobson, Matthew
Price, Emily Vallier, Kaitlyn Warner, Lindsay Waters (All A’s), Courtney Allen,
Natalee Dobson, Megan Hough, Kate Clark, Jordan Dault, Alex Goldsworthy, Katie
Johns, Kara Harrington (All A’s), Katelyn Ombrello (All A’s), Katelyn Harrington,
Christina Mariani, and Mindy Harrington (All A’s).

Congratulations to Denise Clark for the fine job as the director of Scrooge.

Bethany Congratulates Four Generations
Great grandparents Marjorie and Arnold Rosten, and grandparents Sharon and Dan
Argall welcomed two new {great} grandsons.

Brayden Allen was born November 29th to proud
parents Tammy and Shawn Swanson.

Tammy’s sister Terra along with Pete Frustaglio are
also proud parents of Reid Daniel born December 8th. . v s N
L Reid Daniel }

Amanda Nicole Schnurr came into this world on July 10, 2006, in
Lombard, Hlinois. She is the daughter of Lisa and Scott Schnurr,
the grand-daughter of Marcia and Bob Schiltz, and the great
granddaughter of a very proud and glowing Helen Peterson.

Congratulations to all!




THANKS!!

Kathy and | would like to extend thanks for the many cards,
gifts and kind words extended to us during the Christmas season.
Your generosity is noticed and appreciated! We hope that you too
have had a blessed and joyous Christmas and we wish all of you
God’s blessings during this new year!

Pastor and Kathy

A New Year’s Prayer

May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most,
and by making you anxious to be there to help.
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead.




Keep In Your Prayers
e Home-bound and nursing home residents: June Bjorne, Teckla Holmgren,
Barbara Crabb, Violet Yenore, Marvin Nadeau, Pearl
R

Forchini (Mather), and Martha Ulrickson (Mather)
Dan Thompson

Anita Liljequist

Kathy Geier for a safe journey to Spain

Nicholas Chartre

I
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Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolate
Are Available at Bethany

Café Salvador Coffee  $4.75 / box
Organic Decaf Coffee $5.25 / box
All teas  $2.50 / box
Hot cocoa $4.00/ container
Organic chocolate bar  $2.00 / bar

From Small Farmers With Love

Planning Ahead...
January 21— Approval of Agenda for Congregational
Meeting
January 28— Congregational Meeting
January 28 & February 4—Souper Bowl of Caring
February 21—Ash Wednesday
February 21— April 6—Season of Lent
April 8—Easter

Contributions to and ideas for the newsletter can be made by contacting Linda
Dahl by phone, e-mail, or by dropping a note in the newsletter mailbox at church.
485-1625
linkarzig@wmconnect.com or linkarzig@netscape.com




Rev. Warren Geier, Pastor Bethany Lutheran Church

Home Phone: 485-4218 Phone: 906-486-4351

E-mail: revwgeier@charterinternet.com  Fax: 906-486-9640
E-mail: bethanyim@hotmail.com
Website: www.bethanyishpeming.org

Parish Planning Council:

Exec. Director, Robert Nadeau
Asst. Exec. Director, Ted Swanson
Christian Education, Brent Clark
Evangelism, Paul Sandstrom
Finance, Cheryl Sleeman
Personnel, Sandee Sundquist
Property, Jerry Plaisier

Social Ministry, Marian Medlyn
Stewardship, Kathy Harrington
Worship & Music, Dan Argall
Council Youth Member, Sarah Kinnunen

Bethany Lutheran Church NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
715 Mather Avenue
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