





Have a heart

Valentines of every size and description adorn store
windows and other places of business this time of
year. The holiday has become a time for love to be
enthroned as a virtue, with the heart symbolizing the
romance of our lives.

But the heart symbolizes not only love, but life
itself! Without a heart, our bodies cannot survive.

Consider God’s words to Samuel: “Do not look on
his appearance or on the height of his stature,
because | have rejected him; for the Lord does not
see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart”

(1 Samuel 16:7, NRSV).

The heart — that inner countenance — shows what
we really are. Samuel was to seek one of the sons of
Jesse to be the new king. David, even though he was
the weakest physical specimen, was the one selected.
His heart was great.

Love looks deeper than outward appearances, and
we can thank God for that. Don’t be swayed by mere
valentines — have a heart!




February 4 The Undivided Life race

Luke 3:21-22 atters
Are you living your own life or the fragments of someone RS o
else’s life? At times we follow the temptation to try and assume a

different character than the one God most wants us to be. But digging
beneath all external appearances, there is a hidden wholeness in each of
our lives, planted there by God. Author, speaker, and popular retreat i

leader Parker Palmer has spent his life tracking the fingerprints of -
God on the human soul and retrieving the hidden wholeness we all are
after.
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February 11 Singing As a Way of Life

Psalm 13:6
_L“ Some people run out of creativity in their’80s as their bodies naturally wear
yy down and their spirits fight to keep up. But not Mary Oyer. This retired
7%¢\ _ professor of music and song leader in the Mennonite Church has a passion
s \W™= for music from around the world, just as she has an undying love for
: ’ teaching. Put it all together and she will tell you what it adds up to:
“ﬂﬁ A very fulfilling life.

February 18 Asking the Big Questions NNNNNNNHNNNNHNHN

Luke 12:54-56  rrrrrrrrrrred

Dr. Timothy Johnson, longtime medical editor for ABC news, is not afraid to ask the
big questions of religion and science. As both minister and physician, he is intrigued
by the interplay of two worlds that many people find hopelessly at odds. He brings his
incisive mind and spiritual vitality to a conversation about the “hows” of science and

the “whys” of faith.

February 25 Break Out the Angel Food Cake
Genesis 18: 1-8

People may joke frequently about church potluck suppers. But in
one congregation, a few shared meals became the testing ground
& for an entire cookbook of recipes from the Bible. Anthony

= Chiffolo and Rayner “Rusty”” Hesse put their biblical research
and culinary wizardry to work for creating this imaginative
resource. They join the program to help uncover the significance
of hospitality in ancient times and its place around our tables
today. Great food for thought!

Grace Matters airs on Sunny 102 at 7:30 Sunday mornings.




ds - Did you know

G%D

1
LOVE LOVE JESUS
JESUS U

) 5
k\\//)
p C hitist
gible Verse to memorize

believe also in me”

lohn 14:1 NRSV




In Mark 9 Jesus took three disciples to a high mountain. @

While there, the men witnessed amazing things. Jesus’ -—| %
clothes became dazzling white, and then Elijah and

Moses appeared to them. The disciples then heard a voice

from a cloud that said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; Z

listen to him!” (Mark 9:7, nrsv). Suddenly, Elijah and ?

Moses vanished and the disciples were alone with Jesus.

Who were the three disciples who witnessed the J \
Transfiguration? —\.)'

A. Peter, Andrew and John
B. Peter, James and John

C. Peter, James and Andrew
D. James, Matthew and John

From the Crafters...

Do you need a get-well, birthday or “thinking of you” gift? Check out the
Craft room. Items are available year round. We will also do special orders.
Please keep us in mind. We enjoy making arrangements and appreciate your
past support. Thanks.

Carol, Kay, Ruth, Shirley

T T

Greeting Cards |
e ‘7/9%\

*** Greeting cards are also available in the library to
accompany those special gifts.




| Council Highlights

/’ e e Received a thank you from the Salvation Army for $124
/__\_,/ M . for Thanksgiving Service

Worship T HIathers N o - paperwork for the Intern Program is complete and will be

. HE “mailed by January 18.
H | &=/l | e Pastor will be teaching a class at the Lay School in
7/ TV Negaunee for 3 weeks and a 4 week class at Lutheran
Campus Ministry during February.

e On March 15, councils from Trinity, Bethany, Faith, and Bethel will meet for
“Visioning the ministry in Ishpeming in the future.”
e Accepted the membership transfer of Ken and Carol Carlson from Our Saviors in
Marinette, Wisconsin
e Dan Argall will determine if the stained glass windows from the old church can be
salvaged and hung in the windows that lead to Pastor’s office. Dan will also determine
if stained glass can be added to the cross above the altar.
e A Lenten soup and bread dinner will be held each on six Wednesdays during Lent
and possibly on Maundy Thursday.

@ Have You Visited Bethany’s Website?

- www.bethanyishpeming.org W
Vit Y
Each week the Pastor’s sermon is put online so people can read and/or listen to his
message. Even though Pastor Geier has been occasionally preaching at Trinity
Lutheran in his role as interim pastor, keep in mind that all of his sermons, including
those being given at Trinity, are still being recorded and can be found on Bethany’s
website later in the week.

Have you checked out...

e Pastor’s sermons o Short excerpt of the

e Downloadable mural congreggtion and

« Children’s Christmas organ doing “A
Program Mighty fortress is

e Outlook our God”




WILL YOU HELP?
WILL YOU SERVE?

The mission statement at Bethany Lutheran, prominently displayed over the entrance to the
sanctuary reads, “WE SERVE GOD, COMMUNITY, AND INDIVIDUALS”. God
became human in the person of Jesus Christ, not to rule or to conquer, but to lead by
example, a life of humble servitude. As followers of Christ, we are called to serve others
in any way we can. Serving can take on many forms. As a member of Bethany, do you
feel a need to serve, but you don’t know how? Join the choir? Maybe you cannot carry a
tune. Assist Pastor in worship? Maybe you are not comfortable being in front of a crowd.
Join a committee or one of the church boards? Maybe it seems a little too intimidating.
But there are areas where you can serve, that don’t require a great commitment in time and
energy, and anyone can do it.

y)  Oneis hosting a coffee fellowship. If you like to bake, then why not use
% your baking talents to serve others? If you don’t like to bake, then a small
== purchase from the local grocer’s bakery will suffice. Hosting a coffee fel-
l &=, lowship is one of the easiest ways to serve. It doesn’t take a whole group
L‘-:y of people to do it. Two people can easily accomplish this. All you need to
do is put your baked goods on serving trays provided by the church, push
a few buttons on the coffee machine, pour coffee, and the people serve themselves. A little
cleanup in the end and that’s it. If you feel a little overwhelmed by all of this, just ask
someone from the Board of Evangelism to help you out if it is your first time. Follow up
on that urge to serve others. Start with hosting coffee fellowship. Funds donated by the
congregation can go to a place of your own choosing. By simply hosting a coffee fellow-
ship, you can make a difference in helping world hunger, the homeless, or ministries such
as Fortune Lake, or Lutheran Campus Ministries. Just think, the simple act of hosting cof-
fee fellowship can help feed a hungry child, buy blankets for the homeless, or even desig-
nate the money to help out someone in our congregation that is struggling. Such an impact
by giving an hour or so of your time. We are in desperate need of new volunteers. In
December there were two Sundays where no one signed up to serve at coffee fellowship,
and we continue to see the same names on the signup sheet.

Another area we need help in, is greeting on Sunday morning
before worship. Have you ever attended a different church while
you were out of town? Did the church you attended make you feel
welcome? Was there someone at the door waiting with a smile and |
a handshake saying, “Good morning, welcome to our church”?

Was there no one there to offer a simple “Hello”?




Being a greeter is another easy way to serve. All you have to do is show up! You don’t
have to be outgoing and gregarious. No speaking parts, just a warm handshake, (or a cold
one in the winter!), a smile, and a “Good morning!” You don’t have to try to recognize
who is a member and who is a visitor. A simple “Good morning and welcome” will suf-
fice to member or visitor. There are plenty of

others in our church that will recognize the visitor and greet them and socialize.

The signup sheets for coffee fellowship and greeters are posted on the kiosk in the narthex.
Please consider these two very easy ways to serve. We worship Christ in the sanctuary,
and study His word in the Bible. It’s time to take His words and teaching and apply them
to our lives. Together let’s serve God, community, and individuals.

In Christ’s name,
The Board of Evangelism

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

The Board of Evangelism would like to thank everyone who so graciously
helped with the Advent Meal this past December. The fellowship time was
very enjoyable. The Grumpy Old Men started it all by peeling the vegeta-
bles, then the red sauce and potato sausage were made, followed by setting
up the fellowship hall and let’s not forget the cleanup. Many hands make
light work and there were many, many hands and many hours donated to
make a delicious meal for all who ate. We hope you all enjoyed the meal
and time together as much as we enjoyed presenting it you.

Financially we were also very pleased. This meal is very expensive to prepare and serve.
But due to your generous free will offerings, and the fact that we sold all of the left over
sausage and pasta we were able to pay for all expenses and still generate a profit.
Because of your significant donations of time, talent and money we were
{ , able to qualify for matching funds in the amount of $384.00 from Thrivent
Thrivent Financial. The total amount raised was $855.32 which was donated to
Pastor Geier’s discretionary fund, where it will be put to good work
helping many people.

Evangelism thanks everyone who enjoyed this meal and made a donation. We could not
have made such a generous donation without your help.




FELLOWSHIP GROUP ACTIVITY!

Forest Roberts Theatre
Presents:
Hello Dolly
March 2, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.
Preceded by dinner at
Los 3 Amigos — 5:15 p.m.

Ticket prices will be announced later and a block of tickets will be reserved for
Fellowship Group attendees. Look for signup sheets at Bethany and Trinity. Every-
one is welcome; come one, come all. Sign up early so necessary reservations can be
made.

Congratulations!

Meet Pastor and Kathy’s newest granddaughter—

Elena Horne Negro. Elena was born September 1, 2006,
in Malaga, Spain. She is the daughter of Eric Horne,
Kathy’s youngest son and his wife Elisa Negro. In Spain
the wife keeps her maiden name, and the children take the
name of the father followed by the name of the mother.

In January, Kathy had the opportunity to be with her
son’s family at the baptism of Elena on January 7.

Epiphany Sunday. IR

Elena Horne Negro

4 months old 80
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Thak Ou!
Thank you to all who have remembered me with their prayers,
thoughts, and cards after my recent surgery. In addition, | would
like to send a special thank you to Pastor Geier for his many
visits. Keeping me in your prayers has meant a lot to me.
Lois Goethe

Remember our home-bound and nursing home
residents: June Bjorne, Teckla Holmgren,
Barbara Crabb, Violet Yenore, Marvin Nadeau,
Clyde Jago (Jacobetti ), Pearl Forchini
(Mather), and Martha Ulrickson (Mather)

Valentine Cards for
Our Shut-ins

“When | said | wanted to fill the pews,
| didnt mean us personally.”




Keep In Your Prayers

o Dan Thompson who continues to recover from his injuries

e Lois Goethe as she recovers from a recent surgery

o Pastor Ackerman who has accepted a call to Hope Lutheran
Church in San Mateo, CA, after serving as Executive Director |§
of Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp since 1995.

o Dr. David Blomquist as he assumes his new position as
Interim Executive Director of Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp

e Arnold Rosten

e Marilyn Pontti who is recovering from knee surgery

e Nicholas Chartre

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolate
Are Available at Bethany

Café Salvador Coffee  $4.75 / box
Organic Decaf Coffee $5.25 / box
Allteas $2.50 /box
Hot cocoa $4.00 / container
Organic chocolate bar  $2.00 / bar

From Small Farmers With Love

Planning Ahead...
March—Soup/Bread Dinner every Wednesday
April—Holy Week services and Easter RG]
April—WELCA General Meeting m"b_'
May—Synod Assembly b
May— WELCA Mother, Child, Friend Dessert

Contributions to and ideas for the newsletter can be made by contacting Linda
Dahl by phone, e-mail, or by dropping a note in the newsletter mailbox at church.
485-1625
linkarzig@wmconnect.com or linkarzig@netscape.com




Rev. Warren Geier, Pastor
Home Phone: 485-4218
E-mail: revwgeier@charterinternet.com

Parish Planning Council:

Exec. Director, Robert Nadeau
Asst. Exec. Director, Ted Swanson
Christian Education, Brent Clark
Evangelism, Paul Sandstrom
Finance, Cheryl Sleeman
Personnel, Sandee Sundquist
Property, Jerry Plaisier

Social Ministry, Marian Medlyn
Stewardship, Kathy Harrington
Worship & Music, Dan Argall

Council Youth Member, Sarah Kinnunen

Bethany Lutheran Church

Phone: 906-486-4351

Fax: 906-486-9640

E-mail: bethanyim@hotmail.com
Website: www.bethanyishpeming.org

Bethany Lutheran Church
715 Mather Avenue
Ishpeming, MI 49849
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