




 

If you like animal stories, check out some of the new children’s 
books in the church  
library. 
 
Owen and Mzee: The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship 
by Isabella Hatkoff 
Owen is a young hippopotamus stranded and separated from his 
family (or “pod”) during a tsunami.  He is rescued and finds a 
new home in an animal sanctuary where he and the oldest       
resident at the sanctuary, a  130 year old tortoise, form a very  
unusual friendship. 
 

Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner 
Ten-year-old Willy needs to win the big dogsled race in order to pay the back taxes on 
his grandfather’s farm — but that means beating the huge Indian mountain man,       
Stone Fox. 
 
Buddy Unchained by Daisy Bix 
Buddy, a lovable mixed-breed dog, is happy in a new home; he tells the story of his    
former life, and how he was rescued and came to live with a caring family.  Buddy’s 
story shows that a neglected or abused dog can be rescued to live a good life in a new 
home through the efforts of those who care. 
 
The White Ram: A Story of Abraham and Isaac by Mordecai Gerstein. 
The “ram in the thicket” who saved the life of Isaac tells his story in this legend derived 
from the Old Testament account. 
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Cradle Roll 
  
We would like to welcome Brady James Johnson, son of Jennifer 
and Brandin Johnson into the world.  Brady was born  
July23rd.  Proud grandparents are Holly and Jim Bjorne. 
  
 

 
Congratulations to Sue and Ed Holmgren on the birth  
of their new grandson, Luke James Holmgren.  Luke 
was born on July 27th to his parents Jenny and Darren 
Holmgren of  Oconto,  Wisconsin. 
 

 
 
A special welcome to Ethan John Chartre born to Steven and 
April Chartre  of Rapid River on August 25. Kay and Ray Chartre 
are the happy grandparents. 

Poem for laborers 
Lives of great men all remind us  
We can make our lives sublime  
And, departing, leave behind us  
Footprints on the sands of time.  
Let us, then, be up and doing,  
With a heart for any fate;  
Still achieving, still pursuing,  
Learn to labor and to wait.  
 
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow from “A  Psalm of 
Life” 



 

 
 
 
      WHAT'S UP WITH WELCA 

 
 

• Monday, September 10th, 6:30 p.m. is REORGANIZATION 
NIGHT   Our circles are having their reorganization night with a 
salad supper.  It is a great time to extend an invitation to your women 
friends of Bethany and our sister churches, Faith and Trinity, to join 
one of our circles.  All women are welcome to be apart of our         
circles.  Our numbers have been dwindling in recent years and NOW is the time to reach 
out to others.  Tell your friends about what your circle does and how great the fellowship 
is.  You probably became a member of a circle by being invited by someone, so now it is 
your turn to do the same.  Hope to see you on September 10th! 

 
 
• WELCA Fall Cluster Meeting  September 30, 2007  (Location and time to be           

announced at a later date.) 
 

• Northern Great Lakes Synod 
      2007 Women’s Fall Retreat 
      September 14-16, 2007 
      Fortune Lake Lutheran Cam 
      Crystal Falls, Michigan 

 

Contributed by Linda Dahl 



 

 
Bethany Focuses on School Kits for  

August & September 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bethany has collected materials for approximately 20  kits so far.  We do not need any 
more crayons or colored paper. (However, if you have these two items, the Sunday 
School could use them.)  We do need more of the other items for the kits : notebooks, 
scissors, rulers, pencil sharpeners, and erasers.  Cloth bags are especially in need.  Sue 
Holmgren already has material for the bags.  A “ no waste pattern” is printed below 
which yields three cloth bags.  If you could make some of the bags, contact Sue if you 
would like to use the material she has. 
 
It costs Lutheran World Relief approximately $44 to handle and ship 40 school kits 
overseas.  If you would like to make a monetary contribution towards the shipping and 
handling costs, you may give your contribution to Sue Holmgren. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
September 3 

Pray for those who cannot read, for literacy tutors, and programs that 
serve to combat illiteracy. 

Give thanks for friends and the friendships that develop at school, in 
the workplace, at church, and in the neighborhood. 

Pray for the leaders and participants in the Women of the ELCA con-
vention in the Central/Southern Illinois Synod. 
 
September 10 

Pray for self-help groups, that mutual support, friendship, and educa-
tion may bring healing and wholeness to lives. 

Give thanks for minds eager to learn, educators willing to give extra time and some-
times their own money to support their students, and administrators who daily work to 
meet the needs of both students and taxpayers. 

Pray for the leaders and participants in Women of the ELCA conventions in the Texas-
Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod, Metropolitan New York Synod, and Eastern North Dakota 
Synod.  
 
September 17 

Pray for the staff of Women of the ELCA as they plan for "Come to the Waters," 
Women of the ELCA's 7th Triennial Gathering, and develop programs and resources for 
the coming years. 

Give thanks for opportunities to join in prayer through the International Day of Prayer 
for Peace and Monday Prayer at Noon.  

Pray for women meeting in convention in the Southeastern Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Southeastern, and Northern Illinois synods. 
 
September 24 

Pray for all who are in prisons —  with walls made of brick and mortar or walls cre-
ated by emotion, illness, trauma, or fear. 

Give thanks for kind and faithful listeners. 
Pray for leaders and participants in the Northern Great Lakes, North/West Lower 

Michigan, Minneapolis Area, Montana, Arkansas-Oklahoma, New Jersey, and Southern 
Ohio synods, and for participants in the Act Boldly event in Washington, D.C. 



 

September 2, 2007 – Janet Peterman – Ritual Living With a Flair  
Colossians 3:16-17 
We often speak of rituals as being boring, dull, or even dead. The 
word ritual is laden with many negative connotations in peoples’ 
minds. But rituals can drive life. They can even restore life. The Rev. 
Janet Peterman believes so thoroughly in their power that she has 
authored a book of sacred rituals for special moments and crises in life. It’s not your average com-
pilation of friendly rituals for easy times, but it is what you or a friend may wish to know about for 
that trying time that can befall any one of us. 
 
September 9, 2007 – Eboo Patel – The Dangers of Religious Totalitarianism 
Acts 2:1-21 
If you are tired of trying to make sense of why certain expressions of religion irritate you so thor-
oughly, you need to meet Eboo Patel. Chances are good that what is bothering, or even infuriating 
you, is what Patel calls “religious totalitarianism.” Or it could be your own mistaken assumption 
that no one knows the truth unless they know your version of it. Eboo Patel is an articulate man of 
faith who is founder and executive director of Interfaith Youth Core – an organization devoted to 
advancing religious understanding and respect. 
 
September 16, 2007 – Andrea Jaeger – Holy Laughter 
Genesis 18:12-15 
Those who follow the tennis world closely know the name Andrea Jaeger. In the mid-1980s she 
was playing number two in the world on the women’s pro circuit. That was young Andrea. Follow-
ing a career ending injury as a teenager, she engaged in a serious refocus of her life. Today, she is 
an Anglican Dominican sister who devotes everything she is to kids who live with life-threatening 
diseases. It’s quite a life, mixing tears, laughter and a whole lot of fulfillment. 
 
September 23, 2007 – Wayne-Daniel Berard – Retrieving Our Jewishness  
Mark 6:3 
If Christians are not careful, we have a dangerous tendency to view the Bible as an exclusively 
Christian book. Where this perspective exists, we do a serious disservice to both the Jewishness of 
Jesus and the Jewish roots of our own faith. Wayne-Daniel Berard, professor and author, who was 
born of a Jewish parent and adopted by a Catholic family, practices his faith today as a Christian 
and a Jew. He calls on Christians to explore “with open heart and mind” the Jewishness, not only of 
Jesus, but of themselves. 
 
September 30, 2007 – David Hilfiker – Seeing Into the Eyes of the Poor 
Deuteronomy 15:1-11 
David Hilfiker did what many people think about, but never have the courage to do. He and his 
family left comfortable living in a rural community to begin a new life among some of America’s 
poorest people in an urban ghetto. Few upper-middle class people understand the plight of the poor 
quite like this physician. He contends that the only way to really know what it means to be poor, 
and to quit treating “the poor” like a category, is to look them in the eye and get to know them. 

Grace Matters airs on Sunny 101.9 at 7:30 Sunday mornings. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

 
 
 

Have You Visited Bethany’s Website? 
                            www.bethanyishpeming.org 

 Council Highlights 
• VBS went well; next year VBS will be at Bethany 
• Time for Sunday’s worship service will be 10:30  
      beginning Sept. 9 
• Gideon Society will speak at the coffee hour on 9/16 
• Pastor Geier is teaching a lay school class on Tuesday 
evenings 
• The anniversary turkey dinner will be 10/7 

• Council accepted a counted cross stitch of the 23rd Psalm from LaVerne Koski. 
• There is a need for additional people to help in the kitchen for birthdays and other 
special events. 

Pastor Geier’s sermons are available online.  
You  can read or listen to each sermon.  Also 
available is Bethany’s Outlook.  The online 
version is in color.   Check it out! 

 

 

Thank you LaVerne Koski for the 
beautiful counted cross stitch that you 
created of the 23rd Psalm.  The cross 
stitch  is hanging in the narthex. 



 

 
  Thank you from Esther Robinson 

 
 

  
With humbleness, love, and pride, I have been blessed by 
God throughout my lifetime and especially the past 60 
years through my affiliation with Bethany Church       
members. 

 
On Saturday, August 18, added to God’s love, was your 
love and kindness making my 85th birthday a most      

heartwarming and memorable event for me and for my family.  May I forever be 
enriched by your kind deeds, words, and contributions. 
 
May God continue to bless us all. 
 
My sincere thanks to you all. 
 
Esther Robinson 
 
            
 
 

Esther and her grandchildren 
 

Back row- David Anderson, Jason Anderson, Ben Anderson,  
Kaleb Honeycutt, Andrew Bath 
Front Row - Jennifer Anderson, Esther, Ali Thebert 

Happy 93rd Birthday  
Fern Sundberg 

In the August issue of the Outlook, I 
shaved 8 years of birthday candles off of 
Fern’s cake.  But I’m not surprised.—
Look how great she looks. 



 

Contributions to and ideas for the newsletter can be made by contacting 
Linda Dahl by phone, e-mail, or by dropping a note in the newsletter mail-
box at church. 

485-1625 
linkarzig@wmconnect.com   or   linkarzig@netscape.com 

 
 

 

 

 

On Sunday, September 9,  
Bethany will return to its fall 

worship schedule. 
       

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Choir                9:30 am 
Worship          10:30 am 



 

 

Planning Ahead… 
October 7—Turkey Dinner 
October 8-9  Walter Brueggemann will speak at NMU and at                    
Bethany 
October 13th - Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 11th Annual Fine Arts 
and Quilt Auction 
 
 

 
Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolate  

Are Available at Bethany 
 

Café Salvador Coffee     $4.75 / box 
Organic Decaf Coffee    $5.25 / box 

All teas     $2.50  / box 
Hot cocoa   $4.00 / container 

Organic chocolate bar    $2.00 / bar 
 

Keep In Your 
Prayers 

 
• Remember our home-bound and nursing home residents: June Bjorne, 

Teckla Holmgren, Barbara Crabb, Clyde Jago, Marvin Nadeau (Valente), 
Pearl Forchini (Mather), and Martha Ulrickson (Mather) 

• Nick Chartre 
• Therese Korpi 
• Those in the military that they may remain safe 
• Pastor Kenneth Lahners who begins his ministry at               

Trinity 
• Vicar Luke Smetters who begins his internship here at     

Bethany 

 

 



 

 R
ev. W

arren G
eier, Pastor 

H
om

e Phone: 485-4218 
E-m

ail: revw
geier@

charterinternet.com
 

 V
icar Luke Sm

etters 
E-m

ail: luke_sm
etters@

hotm
ail.com

 
 Parish Planning C

ouncil: 
Exec. D

irector, R
obert N

adeau 
A

sst. Exec. D
irector, Ted Sw

anson 
C

hristian Education, B
rent C

lark 
Evangelism

, Paul Sandstrom
 

Finance, C
heryl Sleem

an 
Personnel, Sandee Sundquist 
Property, Jerry Plaisier 
Social M

inistry, M
arian M

edlyn 
Stew

ardship, K
athy H

arrington 
W

orship &
 M

usic, D
an A

rgall 
C

ouncil Y
outh M

em
ber, Sarah K

innunen 

B
ethany Lutheran C

hurch 
Phone: 906-486-4351 
Fax: 906-486-9640 
E-m

ail: bethanyim
@

hotm
ail.com

 
W

ebsite: w
w

w
.bethanyishpem

ing.org 

 

B
ethany Lutheran C

hurch 
715 M

ather A
venue 

Ishpem
ing, M

I  49849 
 C

H
A

N
G

E SER
V

IC
E R

EQ
U

ESTED
 

N
O

N
PR

O
FIT O

R
G

A
N

IZA
TIO

N
 

U
.S. PO

STA
G

E 
Perm

it N
o. 75 

SE
PT. 9 




