












 
 Happy Birthday! 

 
3 Kris Hough 
3 Paul Sundberg 
6 Kay Frederickson 
6 Tori Nault 
6 Patricia Suiste 
6 Michael Toivonen 
10  Ryan Lusardi 
12 Donald Meyer 
14 LaVerne Koski 
14 Paul Sandstrom 
15 Griffin Argall 
15 Penny Kipling 
15 Wendy Koski 
16 Jennifer Johnson 
18 Greg Meyer 
18 David Niemela 
18 Matthew Waters 
19 Bren Balzarini 
22 Kristen Rasmussen 
22 Jean Sandstrom 
23 Courtney Allen 
24 Jessica Dobson 
25 Anna Collins 
26 Robert Bucan 
27 Michael Harrington 
28 Jan Swanson 
30 Sarah Kinnunen 

 
Happy Anniversary! 

 
 
Donald & Kay Frederickson 
10/7/1961 47 years 
 
Marvin & Jan Swanson 
10/7/1972 36 years 
 
Ken & Carol Carlson 
10/8/1971 37 years 
 
Duane & Marlene King 
10/13/1962 46 years 
 
Robbie & Susan Dobson 
10/15/1988 20 years 
 
James & Wendy Penhale 
10/15/1994 14 years 
 
Michael & Donna DuBord 
10/24/1981 27 years 
 
Marvin & Pauline Toivonen 
10/29/1949 59 years 

 



 

 
      
    

What’s Up with WELCA?  
 

Did you know? 
If you are a woman who belongs to Bethany YOU ARE a member of WELCA 
(Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)?  Come and join us at 
our circle or general meeting! 
 

Did you know? 
At the Triennial Gathering in Salt Lake City, women made 84 quilts, 89 fleece 
blankets, 90 heart pillows, and 899 knitted hats or preemie caps in three days? 
 

Did you know? 
At the Triennial Gathering, women made 241 Health Kits and 364 School Kits.  
Have you made yours yet? 
 

Did you know? 
WELCA Sunday will be November 16.  Maybe you would like to help with the 
service! 
 

Did you know?  
Women are a very important part of the ministry of the church! 
 
 

Well, now you know!! 
 

 
 
 

 



 

New Books For October 2008 
By Keenan Tunnell 

 
 

Luther, Lutheranism and the Reformation 
 

None of these books is new, but it never hurts to revisit some of those 
titles which could prove useful to the strengthening of our faith. I’ve tried to be short 
with the information on individual titles and restricted myself to just a few, with a list 
of further reading appended. Enhance your understanding of the Lutheran traditions 
with a reading from one of the following….Look for them on the Library Kiosk shelf 
labeled: LUTHERANS 

 
Marty, Martin. Martin Luther (a biography)   
920 LUT 
 “Marty, professor emeritus at the University of Chicago, 
offers a sterling biography of history's irascible reformer. In con-
cise, accessible style, Marty outlines Luther's life and times, gaug-
ing why this man changed the face of Europe and Western Chris-
tianity. Marty excels in distilling debates that were matters of life 
and death 500 years ago but seem obscure to Christians to-
day….This is the best brief biography of Luther ever 
penned.” (From a Publishers’ Weekly review) 
 

 
Monge, David J. Life-Changing Faith for Today; why   
Luther’s theology still matters.  
230.41 MON 
 “David Monge believes that many modern Christians 
no longer think carefully about scripture and tradition, be-
cause they don’t believe it is essential to their faith—and, he 
says, that’s strikingly similar to the prevailing situation which 
confronted Martin Luther 500 years ago. An excellent intro-
duction for laypersons, [this volume] examines Luther’s 
thought to discover how relevant it remains to Christians to-
day…and why we need to rediscover Martin Luther.” (from 
the back cover of the book) 
 

 



 

   
Cimino, Richard. Lutherans Today; American Lutheran identity in the 21st  
century. 
284.1  CIM 

“Presenting new and original research, the book is di-
vided into two sections. The first examines change and move-
ments within American Lutheranism….the struggle to remain 
faithful to the enduring witness of the European Reformation 
while also accommodating itself to the democratic pluralism of 
the New World. Six other chapters discuss the Missouri Synod, 
the "Lutheran Left," the Called to Common Mission agreement, 
the evangelical catholic movement within Lutheranism, the rise 
of "megachurches," and Lutheran charismatics.  

The second section considers trends and issues related to Lutheran identity, 
including politics and the pastorate, the impact of immigration and multiculturalism, 
the loss of Lutheran identity at Lutheran colleges and universities, and conflicting 
patterns of commitment among Lutheran youth.” (from an Amazon.com Book De-
scription) 

 
And for younger readers: 

 
Maier, Paul L. Martin Luther; a man who changed the 
world. 
JUV 920 LUT 
 “More than anything, Martin Luther wanted peace 
with God. His search led him to the Bible, where he 
learned about salvation through faith. This discovery 
caused Luther to       challenge the church to return to the 
roots of the Christian faith…his tireless work led to the 
Reformation of the church and to far-reaching changes in 
society.” (from the back cover) 

 
Luther, Martin. My First Catechism; an illustrated version of 
Luther’s Small Catechism. 
JUV 238.41 LUT 
 A simplified, illustrated version of the catechism with Bible 
stories and additional explanations. 



 

 
 
Jacobson, Diane. “How can the Bible be Studied?”  
in Opening the Book of Faith. 2008. 
 
 
 

Ms. Jacobson explores four methods or approaches to biblical study: 
Devotional Reading 
Historical Reading 
Literary Reading 
Lutheran Theological Reading 

She makes clear that these are not the only ways of doing it, nor are they necessarily 
used independently, but may often be combined with other approaches or with each 
other. This month we will look at her first approach: Devotional Reading. 
“Perhaps the oldest of these [devotional] approaches is the Lectio Divina (Latin for 
‘sacred reading’), a very ancient method, nurtured by the Benedictines….It traditionally 
has four steps that can be used and adapted for many sorts of devotional reading: 

Lectio (carefully reading or listening to the text) 
Meditatio (Meditating, reflecting, ‘chewing on’ the text) 
Oratio (responding with prayer) 
Contemplatio (contemplating and sitting quietly in the presence of God)” 

This approach is similar to what Pastor Geier recommended to our current Bible Study 
group when reading the Gospel of John: take it in small portions, read it, think about it, 
pray about it, sit quietly with God. 
In the course of Meditating, the reader might pursue any number of questions for reflec-
tion. One example might be to consider : 

What does this passage say to our world, our nation, our community, our church, 
to me? 

What images come to mind? 
What feelings did I have? 
What would I be concerned about if I took these words seriously? 
What person or situation would I see differently that I do now? 
What new possibility is God offering me? 



 

“In Step 3 of Lection Divina (Oratio), we focus on responding with prayer…In letting 
prayer grow out of our encounter with the text, we have an opportunity both to pray in 
response to our own encounter and to offer prayers for another person in the group. Be-
ginning with prayer is the more usual practice for Lutheran Bible study. We pray that the 
Spirit might be present with us and through us to one another in our study of God’s 
word.” 
 
Finally in Contemplatio, we sit quietly in the presence of God. Ms Jacobson quotes Fr. 
Luke Dysinger on contemplation, “….We must be willing to sacrifice our ‘goal-oriented’ 
approach if we are to practice lectio divina, because lectio divina has no other goal than 
spending time with God through the medium of His word.” 
Luther commends a similar approach of structured devotion for the formation of theo-
logical students. “Luther bases his approach on Psalm 119, reduces the number of steps 
to three, and sets them in his own theological context that warns us against making too 
much of our own thinking….” 
 
“So our first approach to the study of the Bible is devotional or meditative. This practice 
has a pattern, happens over time, and comes with an expectation of hearing God and be-
ing engaged and transformed. The approach is rooted in prayer and coming to study with 
a proper attitude of openness and humility….[everyone is invited to join the conversa-
tion]…Each person is encouraged to listen well, to engage personally, and to share 
openly.” (pp. 46-52) 
 

You might use this prayer in the process of your Devotional Reading: 
 

“Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen” 
 
 

More next month.  Join the conversation! 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The baby Moses was hidden among the  

bulrushes of a river.  
 

Was it A) the Nile, B) the Jordan or  
C) the Tigris?  

 
Read the whole story of the baby  

Moses in Exodus 2:1-10  
 
 
 

 
 

God chose Moses to do great things. He was saved when other baby boys were being 
killed. He was raised in Pharaoh's household and learned many things that he would need 
later, as God had bigger plans for him. He was chosen to lead God's people out of Egypt 
because Pharaoh was treating them badly. 
 
Moses was not a perfect man and did not see himself as the one who should lead the Israel-
ites out of Egypt. He made many mistakes, but he loved God. He often complained and 
made excuses for his failures.  
 
God often uses people who are not perfect to accomplish His will. When God says He will 
help us, He really means it. We need to put our trust in God and know that He will be with 
us when we rely on Him during the good times and the hard times. Even when we don't 
believe we can do something, with God's help we can.  

Bible Verse to Memorize 
Moses once sang: “The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has be-
come my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him” (Exodus 15:2).  



 

 
Noah's Ark Dog Biscuits 

 
Ingredients: 
 • 1 1/2 cup unbleached all purpose flour 
 • 1 1/2 cup whole wheat flour 
 • 1/2 cup cornmeal 
 • 2 Tbsp nonfat dry milk 
 • 1 tsp cinnamon 
 • 1 tsp nutmeg 
 • 1 1/2 tsp allspice 
 • 1 egg 
 • 1 to 1 1/4 cup water 
Directions: 
 1.  Preheat oven to 350F. 
 2.  Stir all dry ingredients together. Add egg and then slowly stir in water with wooden 
spoon. Dough needs 
     to be stiff. 
 3.  Knead until smooth texture. Roll out 1/4 inch thick (helps if top and bottom are 
floured) and cut out 
     with bone cookie cutters you can get at the pet shop. Some kids liked cutting there 
own shape with a 
     butter knife instead of using a cookie cutter. 
 4.  Lightly greased cookie sheet. Bake 45min-1hr. 
 5.  Turn the oven off and then leave them overnight to let harden. Store in plastic zip-
loc bags. 

Dear God, 
 
I like the story about Noah the best of 
all of them.  You really told some good 
ones.  I like walking on water, too. 
 
Glenn 



 

 

Bethany Will Confirm Four on October 26. 
 

Mindy Harrington, Alex Goldsworthy, Katie Johns, and Victoria Mattson will be 
confirmed on Reformation Sunday, October 26. 
 

Students Receive Bibles 
4th graders received Bibles 
• Savnnah Marietti 
• Jacob Clark 
• ShyAnn Holm-Brown 
• Noah Kaukkola 
• Hannah Skewis 
 
On September 14, two 7th graders, Courtney Allen and 
Joshua Argall, received a Bible which will serve as their 
confirmation textbook and the Lutheran Handbook. 
 
On September 21, the following Sunday School staff was installed at the 10:30 
service.  Bethany thanks them for their service to our 
young people. 
 
• Gwen Bruhnke 
• Wendy Koski 
• Carrie DuBord 
• Terra Frustaglio 
• Kathy Geier 
• Brent & Denise Clark 
• Wendy Penhale 
• Tom & Emilie Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch for the announcement 
later this month as to the 

time and place. 



 

 
Autumn Flight 

 
Now the wild geese are going over, 
Clanking their chains on the windless sky, 
Over the cornfields, over the clover, 
Shouting their wild exuberant cry: 
"Come with us, come with us---come." 
  
Silver and gray, the wild geese wings 
Lift and spread in their miracle flight. 
Music fills their haunting cry 
As they speed against the encroaching night. 
  
They shout a message as they go, 
Deciphered for every beast and man. 
"Heed the season's farewell call 
Take to cover while still you can." 
  
They are calling, 
And I, with no answer shaped in my mouth, 
Stand where the painted leaves are falling, 
Watching them disappear in the south. 
  
Disappear from my sight and my hearing, 
Going to who knows what far land, 
Straight as an arrow, and not fearing 
The journey ahead. .. . 
  
Silver and gray, the wild geese wings 
Beat in rhythm in miracle flight. 
. . . A poignant music their clarion cry 
As they speed against the encroaching night. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I lift my hand 
Bidding them to stay their avid going 
Across the wide and chartered track, 
Calling to them, and yet well knowing 
That only the spring will bring them back. 
  
Wings in a wedge against the sky, 
On and on I saw them fly; 
Spellbound I stopped at the mystic sight . . . 
Wild geese making their southern flight. 
  
How can a mortal doubt God's plan? 
Faith enough here for any man, 
Watching the blue October sky, 
Flame-touched leaves, wild geese on high.  
 
Author Unknown  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             
 
 
 
 

 Council Highlights 
• Received thank you’s from Fortune Lake and 
ELCA 
• Windows for Pastor’s office have been ordered. 
• Due to the ill health of Delbert Larson, Bethany 
will hire a new part time financial secretary. 
• Approved purchase of Quickbooks financial pro-
gram.  Funds for the upgrades and technical support 

will come from the Memorial Fund. 
• Pastor performed the following during August & September 
  Baptisms: Emma Marie Lund 8/31/08  
  Weddings: Amber Cox & Scott Koskey 8/30/08 
  Funerals: Alan Johns  9/07/08 
• Lay school is going well. 
• On Oct. 23, Bishop Skrenes will have an informational dinner  at Bethany 

for Synod lay people and clergy 
• Joy Proper and John Pontti attended the Stewardship meeting in Iron 

Mountain on September 25. 

    PASTOR GEIER 

   wlgeier@charterinternet.com  

     JOY PROPER 

     jproper@lstc.edu 

New Financial Secretary is Needed 

      The Finance Committee is looking for a part time Financial  
Secretary.  The applicant should be experienced with the      
programs QuickBooks, financial and payroll and excel. 
 
       Please submit your resume to the church office and mark it 
to the attention to the Finance Committee. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Emma  
Lund 

 
On August 31, Emma Lund  
became a child of God through 
Holy Baptism.  Emma is the 

daughter of Sarah and Jason Lund, and her grandparents  
are Debbie and Bruce Bussone.   
 
God’s blessings to Emma and her family. 

 
The  September & October’s Noisy Offering will go  

 to the U.P. Food Bank. 
 
 

Thanks to everyone for your generosity! 

                               The Memorial Committee would like to  
                               thank all those who gave memorials  
           in the names of…. 

 
  Elsie Carlson 

  Alice Jacobson 
  Alan Johns 



 

 

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolate  
Are Available at Bethany 

 
Café Salvador Coffee    
Organic Decaf Coffee     
Whole Bean Coffee    
Whole Bean Decaf   

Teas     
Hot cocoa  

Baking Cocoa 
Milk Chocolate Bar  

Dark Chocolate Mini Bars  
 

From Small Farmers With Love 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Bethany’s Website 
       

www.bethanyishpeming.org 

Thank You from the Johns Family 
 

Words alone cannot express our gratitude to our Bethany family for 
“walking the walk” with us this past year.  Your prayers and hugs have com-
forted us.  Thank you for the cards you sent to Alan.  The service of celebra-
tion of Alan’s life was special.  Thank you for sharing it with us.  Thank you  
for all of your cards, gifts of money and memorials to the church, gifts of 
food and just for being there.  Thanks also to Pastor Geier and Joy and to the 
faithful kitchen crew. 
 
The following is taken from a daily devotional by O. Hallesby. 
 

“Now we know that the joy of life does not consist in avoiding    
adversity and tribulation, but in knowing Him who is stronger 
than the strongest tempest, in being aboard ship with Him who  
rebukes every storm and gives us strength to bear every             
suffering.” 
 

God bless all of you. 
 
The family of Alan Johns 



 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributions to and ideas for the newsletter can be made by contacting     
Linda Dahl by phone, e-mail, or by dropping a note in the newsletter  
mailbox at church. 

485-1625 
linkarzig@netscape.com 

Keep In Your Prayers 
• Remember our home-bound and nursing home residents: June Bjorne 

(Brookridge Assisted Living), Helen Peterson (Woodland), Myrtle Carlson 
(Hankcock nursing home), Teckla Holmgren, Barbara Crabb , Marvin 
Nadeau (Valente), Pearl Forchini (Mather),  Martha Ulrick-
son (Valente),  Anita Liljequist (Mather), and  Doreen 
Brown. 

• Nick Chartre 
• Therese Korpi 
• Nancy Swanson 
• Paul Blomgren  
• Karen Williams 
• David Laine 
• The family and friends who mourn the loss of Alan Johns 
• Pastor and Kathy Geier who mourn the loss of Kathy’s mother  
      Marilyn Jackson 
• Tony Elliot who is recovering from surgery 
• LaVerne Koski who is recovering from surgery 

• Ken  Dalgleish  
• Pam Rushford (Pauline 

Toivonen’s granddaughter) 
• Anna Mae Collins 
• Del Larson 

Bethany Supports 
Local Food Banks. 

 
Please bring in donations. 
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