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What’s Up with WELCA?

May 12 @ 6:30 p.m.
Entertainment
Delicious Desserts

Come join us and bring a friend!

Gifts of Love

Lutheran World Relief shipped more than 1,455 tons of

quilts and Kits to 740,000 people in 27 countries in 2008,

totaling $13 million. U. S. Lutherans and other individuals sewed
455,798 quilts, assembled 103,640 layettes, gathered items for 362,040
health, school and sewing kits, and collected 122,418 pounds of soap.

Needs of Fortune Lake Highlighted at Spring Cluster Meeting

The Spring Cluster meeting was held at Immanuel Lutheran in Negaunee on April 19.
Pastor Weiss, director at Fortune Lake Camp, spoke about the activities and needs of
the year round camp.

Forty-nine women attended, and the offering amounted to $364.60, half of which went
to the synodical women’s organization and half to Fortune Lake’s Annual Fund.

The Fall Cluster meeting will be on September 27. Its location will be announced at a
later date.




Rediscovering the Book of Faith
(Augsburg Fortress, 2008)

This brief text is actually a course re-introducing the participants to the Bible: its origins, history,
and place in the life of Christians. Over the next couple of months I’ll be summarizing and ex-
cerpting sections of it to provide a kind of

mini-course on our Book of Faith.

What is the New Testament? What it is and what it does.

The New Testament, as the name implies, is the testimony to the Good News of Jesus. It tells
about his life, death and resurrection; it recounts his teachings about himself and about the
kingdom of God; and it tells some of the stories, hymns, and experiences of the early church.
It is a collection of some of the earliest writings about Jesus.

How did it start? Seen as a continuation of the Old Testament, specifically in its Greek form
The early church had the religious texts of ancient Israel, updated to serve the cosmopolitan
Greco-Roman world in the form of the Septuagint (Greek Old Testament). They believed that
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God who led Moses out of Egypt to the Promised
Land, the God who spoke to the prophets was the same God who raised Jesus from the dead,
the same God whom Jesus addressed as “Father”. In the last half of the first century A.D.,

as first-hand witnesses began to die, they began to gather and record the stories, preaching,
and worship of the earliest times.

What forms did it take? Letters, Gospels, Revelation

Letters: The first written documents to be circulated were copies of letters (epistles) sent to
various churches and people to instruct and encourage them in their quest to understand Jesus’
place in their lives and world. The best-known letter writer was St. Paul.

Gospels: These writings share the “good news” (gospel) of grace and salvation through the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus. They are not histories or biographies, strictly speaking, but faith
statements presenting answers to Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that | am?” These books
were written later than most of the epistles. The first three (Matthew, Mark and Luke) are called
the “synoptic gospels” because they tell many of the same stories using similar language and
point of view. The gospel of John, however, differs in many ways, seeming to reflect a different
early Christian tradition.

Revelation: The book of Revelation depicts a series of visions (revelations) to St. John revealing
God’s pattern for the future or end of the world. It can be seen as a work of rich imagery offering
advice to churches facing persecution for their faith, a message largely hidden to us today, but
apparently clear to the readers to whom it was addressed.




How did it take the form we see today? Three main criteria; Fourth Century A.D.

As the church spread and gained both numbers and influence, there were many independent
movements to adopt an official canon, or accepted list of authoritative books. Through years
of discussion, prayer and inspiration the consensus decided on the currently accepted 27
books using the following three criteria:

Authorship/Apostolicity: Was the writing associated with one of the apostles?

Orthodoxy: How well did the writing reflect the community’s beliefs about who Jesus
was and is?

Universality: Was the writing commonly/widely used and well-known to the churches?

By the end of the fourth century A.D. the Christian religion was the official religion of the
Roman Empire and the New Testament was firmly accepted in its current form as the
inspired scripture through which we come to know Jesus.

Here’s what the Lord’s Prayer looks like in Greek (all upper case letters).

H KYPIAKH [IPOZEYXH
[TATEP HMSQN O EN TOIZ OYPANOIZ
AlTA>0OHTQ TO ONOMA 20Y
ENGETS2 H BAZINEIA 20Y
F’ENHOHTSQ TO ©ENHMA 20Y,
Q> EN OYPANSQ KAI ElI THZ MH2
TON APTON HMS2N TON ETNIOYZ2ION
AOz2 HMIN ZHMEPON
KAI AOEZ HMIN TA OQEINHMATA HMQN,
Q2 KAI HMEIZ> AQIEMEN TOI2 O®EINETAIZ HMSQN
KAI MH EIZENETKHZ HMAZ EI> TNEIPAZMON,
ANNA PYZAI HMAZ Al1O TOY NONHPOY.
AMHN.

B bookefaith




P Council Highlights
pd T ™ o Appointed Alexandra Kitchen as a youth member of
A M. the Church Council

¢ Worshie | Totere N O Eartheepers will deliver several hundred trees to

B .. Trinity for Earth Day’s 2009 “Plant a Tree” project; a
H__ I\ — 1'-__|.-1.__ __|| portion of them are designated for Bethany members.

W \l "« Approved addition of an 8:30 early service to be

held during the summer following the same format as
the Monday evening service. The 10:30 service will continue as usual.

e Need for greeters
o Congregational hymns will be available online thanks to Gary Sundblad.
(See article for more information)
e Church picnic tentatively scheduled for July 12.
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The Children's Bible in a Nutshell

Noah

Pretty soon all of the early people died off, except for Methuselah, who lived
to be like a million or something.

One of the next important people was Noah, who
was a good guy, but one of his kids was kind of a
Ham. Noah built a large boat and put his family
and some animals on it. He asked some other peo-
ple to join him, but they said they would have to
take a rain check.

Next month: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
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“...and for forty days, and forty
hights, tThe cat wds never dway.”
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The May and June’s Noisy Offering will go to
St. Vincent DePaul.

Thanks you to everyone for their contributions.




mmittee
who gave

ime of....

o Donated $50 to Carrie Wiese of Lutheran
Social\ ﬂ”?’s"" ¥ Social Services for the Orphanage Outreach
%j‘ ,-_‘ﬁw Trlp
A o Donated $50 to ELCA World Hunger
o Donated $50 to Campus Ministry
e Social Ministry will box items collected by Confirmation Class on the
May 3 Food Drive

e Noisy Offering for May/June will go to St. Vincent DePaul

Are Available at Bethany

.; DE Café Salvador Coffee
;";Z_%&'j Organic Decaf Coffee

—

A y Whole Bean Coffee
’-—" e/ Whole Bean Decaf
“b;._’»
,@& Teas

UFFEE Hot cocoa

OTECT Baking Cocoa
PR Milk Chocolate Bar

www.bethanyishpeming.org Dark Chocolate Mini Bars

Bethany’s Website

From Small Farmers With Love

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolate

Thank you for Ida Anderson

Thank you everyone who kept me in your
prayers and sent cards while | was recuperating
from a fractured arm. | know they kept me

trying harder in Therapy so I could get back
home. God bless you!

Ida




Keep In Your Prayers
Remember our home-bound and nursing home residents: Teckla Holmgren,
Barbara Crabb , Pearl Forchini (Mather), Martha Ulrickson (Valente), Anita
Liljequist (Mather), and Doreen Brown (Valente)
Nick Chartre
Therese Korpi
Nancy Swanson
Paul Blomgren
Karen Williams
David Laine
Those in the military that they may remain safe
Ken Dalgleish
Edmund Holmgren
Don Doney
Emilee Brown
Steven Leverton
Family and friends of June Bjorne who passed away on April 21

Order Geraniums for Pentecost

Pentecost Sunday falls on May 31, and following
tradition, Bethany will once again decorate the church
with geraniums. Meister's will be supplying the
geraniums this year. The cost per plant is $3.00.
Watch the Sunday bulletin for order forms or call the
church to place your order. The deadline for ordering
geraniums is May 17.

Contributions to and ideas for the newsletter can be made by contacting
Linda Dahl by phone, e-mail, or by dropping a note in the newsletter
mailbox at church.
485-1625
linkarzig@netscape.com




Bethany Lutheran Church

Phone: 906-486-4351

Fax: 906-486-9640

E-mail: bethanyim@hotmail.com
Website: www.bethanyishpeming.org

Rev. Warren Geier, Pastor
Home Phone: 485-4218
E-mail: wigeier@charterinternet.com

Parish Planning Council:

Exec. Director, Robert Nadeau
Asst. Exec. Director, Tom Ryan
Christian Education, Denise Clark
Evangelism, Paul Sandstrom
Finance, Cheryl Sleeman
Personnel, Sandee Sundquist
Property, Bill Heavyside

Social Ministry, Marian Medlyn
Stewardship, John Pontti

Worship & Music, Dan Argall
Youth member, Alexandra Kitchen

Bethany Lutheran Church
715 Mather Avenue
Ishpeming, MI 49849
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