
 

 
Olson, Stanley. “God’s powerful book,” in Opening the 
Book of Faith. 2008. 
 
Following is a short excerpt from this chapter of the first 
supporting material for the Bible Book of Faith Initiative of 
the ELCA. It is under the heading “An Authoritative 
Word.” 

 
“Lutherans say that the Bible has authority. In doing so, we confess faith in the God who 
engages us there. We worship a living, active, relevant God who continues in relation-
ship with creation, with humanity, with the church, with each of us. Through the Bible, 
God engages us. God speaks to each of us, with challenge and with promise. That’s the 
Bible’s authority. 
 
“So, when we speak of the authority of the Bible, we claim a promise. Lutherans say the 
Bible is inspired. The Spirit of God speaks there. This is bold expectation. We are confi-
dent that through the Bible, God will address us in our contemporary realities, just as 
God has addressed humanity over the centuries. We praise God by this confidence, 
gratefully astonished that God engages us through the Bible…. 
 
“The Bible is authoritative because it communicates the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 
Grace comes to us as law and gospel, demand and promise. The Bible is authoritative for 
us because it allows us to encounter the gracious God who  was self-revealed in Jesus of 
Nazareth. In fact, the Bible is authoritative for us in much the same way that Jesus Christ 
was authoritative for those first-century women and men who became his disciples. They 
encountered God in him. We encounter God through the Bible because it effectively con-
veys Jesus Christ to us….The book is a means of grace. 
 
“Therefore, and this is a very important ‘therefore’, Lutherans begin with what the Bible 
does, rather than beginning with claims about its nature or origin. Lutherans do not think 
that one must trust the Bible in order to make faith possible. Rather, we know that the 
Bible creates faith in those who hear it. So, to enable people to believe, we invite them 
into the faith community to listen with us to God speaking through the Bible and through 
proclamation. We confidently anticipate that God’s Spirit will nurture trust in those who 
read and hear the Bible…” (pp. 2-3) 
 

More next month! Join the conversation! 



 

 
                        

                                         What’s Up with WELCA?  
 

  
Mother/Child/Friend Dessert  

May 6, 2008  
 
 
 
 



 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has a dedicated group of women work-
ing on shawls. Many shawls have already been made and at least 
17 shawls have been given out. If you have someone you would 
like to give a shawl to just ask a shawl ministry member or 
let Pastor know and we will arrange for you to pick one out. 
Anyone is welcome to join us whenever you can.  Our next  
meeting will be Monday, June 2nd at 7 p.m. in the social room.   

  
"Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us and confirm for us the work of our 
hands; yes confirm the work of our hands."  -  Psalm 90:17 
 

 
Quilts, Kits and Layettes needed! 

 
Women of the ELCA is encouraging its local groups and 
other groups in congregations to engage in Lutheran World 
Relief's parish projects. "Last year showed a significant in-
crease in the number of quilts requested...In 2008, requests 
have increased even further ... so our current inventories are 
not able to meet the needs expressed by our overseas part-
ners. We'll need many more quilts and kits to fulfill the  
requests we've received already, plus the other requests that 
are sure to come," according to LWR's warehouse manager. 

 
 

 
 

What does WELCA mean to me? 
  
    I enjoy the common goal of WELCA- meeting with women in 
Christ and having our Bible studies.  These are compassionate 
and friendly women.   
 
-Donna Day 
 



 

         Chocolate Cream Dessert 
  
3/4 cold butter 
1 pkg. chocolate cake mix 
1 egg lightly beaten 
1 pkg. light cream cheese {8 ozs.} 
1 cup powdered sugar 
4 cups lite cool whip, divided 
3 cups cold milk 
2 small pkgs. sugar free choc. pudding 
2 Tbls. shaved milk choc. 
  
In a large bowl, cut the butter into the cake mix until the mixture resembles coarse 
crumbs.  Add the egg and mix well.  Press into a greased 9x13 pan and bake at 350 de-
grees for 15-18 minutes.  Cool completely. 
  
In a small mixing bowl, beat cream cheese on medium speed until fluffy.  Add powdered 
sugar and beat until smooth.  Fold in 1 cup of the cool whip.  Carefully spread over the 
cooled cake; cover and refrigerate until set. 
  
In a large bowl, combine the milk and pudding mix by whisking for 2 minutes; let stand 
for 5 minutes or until slightly thickened.  Spread over the cream cheese layer.  Top with 
the remaining cool whip.  Shave chocolate on top and refrigerate for at least 2 hours be-
fore serving. 
 
(Debbie Cain served this dessert for WELCA’s Mother/Child/Friend Dessert) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jordan Mitchell, grandson of 
Ed and Sue Holmgren and 
former member of Bethany 
will graduate from Marquette 
Senior High School on June 
1st.  An Open House will be 
held on June 14th. 



 

June 1, 2008 — Martha Stortz – Inside Out, Upside Down 
Matthew 5:1-12 
The most extensive preaching we have from the lips of Jesus is re-
corded in Matthew’s Gospel account, “The Sermon on the Mount.” 
Jesus opens this sermon not with command but with blessing. These 
blessings reveal some of the major themes that dot the ministry of Jesus. They propose that we turn our 
lives upside and inside out to catch the splendor of God. Martha Stortz, professor of historical theology 
and ethics at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, helps us navigate these blessings, or beatitudes of 
Jesus. 
 
June 8, 2008 — Jeremy Langford – Good Soil 
Psalm 65 
Christian faith that does not grow in an individual is not a living faith. Such lifeless or immature faith is 
certainly not a resource to rely on in the crises of life. This edition of Grace Matters explores the necessity 
of growing and nurturing the seeds of God’s Word that get planted in our lives. Host Peter Marty explores 
the strange phenomenon of growing many dimensions in our lives as we age, but leaving our faith presup-
positions and knowledge at the third grade level. Jeremy Langford, a communicator for the Jesuit com-
munity in Chicago, is guest on the program. 
 
June 15, 2008 — Timothy Johnson – Facing the Big Questions in Life  
(Encore show from 2/18/07) 
1 Corinthians 13:2 
Dr. Timothy Johnson, longtime medical editor for ABC news, is not afraid to ask the big questions of 
religion and science. As both minister and physician, he is intrigued by the interplay of two worlds that 
many people find hopelessly at odds. He brings his incisive mind and spiritual vitality to a conversation 
about the “hows” of science and the “whys” of faith. 
  
June 22, 2008 — Rodney Clapp – Breath, Bone, and Body 
Psalm 139:13-15 
Everybody seems to have their own definition for spirituality. But one definition that doesn't work well for 
those steeped in a biblical tradition is that which treats all things spiritual as inward and invisible. Rodney 
Clapp out to reclaim an important place for a more physical spirituality that refuses to ignore the body. In 
all of its messiness and confusion, the body can be a home through which the Lord of creation, incarnation, 
and resurrection goes to work. Clapp is author of the book, Tortured Wonders: Christian Spirituality for 
People, Not Angels. 
  
June 29, 2008 — Bill Milliken – Kid Dropouts: An Adult Problem 
John 15:15 
Bill Milliken has his finger on the pulse of the high school dropout epidemic in America. And, it is an 
epidemic. “It’s not a kid problem,” he tells us, “It’s an adult problem.” Milliken is founder of the organiza-
tion Communities in Schools, an agency that connects community resources with students who need atten-
tion and care. This program highlights the poverty of relationship that many live with, and what it means 
to believe in another person the Jesus way. 

Grace Matters airs on Sunny 101.9 at 7:30 Sunday mornings. 



 

Dads Have Clout! 
 
Studies show that if the mother of a family attends worship, there’s a 
16 percent chance that the rest of the family will also attend.  
 
Yet when a father attends worship, there’s a 93 percent chance that 
other family members will be present, too.  
 
Just think, Dad, of the clout you have. Hope to see you in church 
this weekend! 
 

 
Setting a good example  

 
Some friends gathered after the funeral of a dear, saintly man. 
They all knew how dedicated he was to God, his church and his 
family.  
 
The group started talking about the deceased man’s spiritual life 
— and specifically his prayer life. The man’s son-in-law shared 
how important prayer was in his own life. He felt the need to 
regularly give thanks and seek God’s guidance in his daily       
decisions.  

 
The son-in-law added that he made it a point to put his young son to bed at least once 
a week. He always knelt by the boy’s bed and prayed loud enough for his son to hear. 
He did so, he said, because he wanted his son to know that his father believed in God 
and spoke to him.  
 
Even though the boy’s grandfather was no longer alive, his godly example was hav-
ing a lasting impact on his family — an impact that will touch future generations for 
years to come.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon 
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up”  

(Deuteronomy 6:6-7, NIV).  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting  
Fortune Lake Calendar of Events 

 
Week 1: June 15-20 Women & Kids, L.Y.L.E., Day Camp 
Week 2: June 22-27 Villagers, Vagabonds, Venturers, L.Y.L.E., Day Camp 
Week 3: June 29-July 4 Victory, Mini-Camp, Day Camp 
Week 4: July 6-11 Villagers, Vagabonds, Venturers, Jr. Valiants, Day Camp 
Week 5: July 13-18 Victory, Sr. Valiants, Day Camp 
Week 6: July 20-25 Villagers, Vagabonds, Venturers, Day Camp *Christmas in July*  
Week 7: July 27-Aug. 2 Camp New Day, Day Camp 1, Day Camp 2 
Week 8: August 3-8 Vagabonds, Veterans 
August 9 Staff Closing 
Week 9: August 10-15 Family Camp, Fishing Camp, Voyage 
 
Family Camp: Families (all ages) 
Mini-Camp: Completed grade 2 
Villager: Completed grades 3-4 
Vagabond: Completed grades 5-6 
Fishing Camp: Completed grades 5-8 
Venturer & Jr. Valiant: Completed grades 7-8 
Veteran & Sr. Valiant: Completed grades 9-12 
Voyage: Completed grades 9-12  
L.Y.L.E.: 16 years and older 
(Lutheran Youth Leadership Experience)  
Victory: Mentally/Physically Challenged Adults 
*Camp New Day: Children of incarcerated adults 
*Camp New Day utilizes FLLC site & staff, but is not an FLLC program. 
 
Please note that all camps in BOLD are NEW or redesigned. High School age campers actually 
have a possibility to be at camp for 5 weeks (Veteran, Sr. Valiant, L.Y.L.E., and Voyage)!! 

Bethany has scholarships for camp! 

Bible Verse to Memorize 
 

“Great is the love the Father has lavished on us…children 
of God.” 1 John 3:1 



 

 
Bethany is hosting 

 
Vacation Bible School 

July 28-31 
5:30  -  8:00 P.M. 

 
 

We need volunteer teachers and helpers. 
We also need decorations for the church, 
like surfboards or any beach related 
items. 

Dear God, 
 
Is it true my father won’t get in Heaven 
if he uses his golf words in the house? 
 
Anita 
 

Getting Ready  
For the  

Pentecost Service 

“Beach Party: 
Surfin’ Through the 

Scriptures” 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights of  the Synod Convention 
 

• 342 people attended (275 delegates and 67 visitors) 
• Rev. Arthur Weiss was installed as Executive Director at Fortune Lake. 
• Two worship services were held using Setting 7 (Hispanic Setting) and Setting 8 

(Contemporary Setting). Luke Smetters procured the musicians from Ann Arbor 
to lead these unfamiliar settings and to offer songs of their own. 

• Adopted a revised budget based on lower revenue from the 94 congregations. 
• Local people winning elections included: Corrine Johnson (Suomi; Palmer)  - 

2009 Churchwide Assembly Delegate (Clergy); Rosemary Larson (Trinity:     
Ishpeming) - 2009 Churchwide Assembly Delegate (Lay Person, Female);   Ken-
neth Lahners (Trinity; Ishpeming) - Synod Discipline Committee (Clergy) 

• ELCA Rep. Pastor Don McCoid, a former bishop in Pennsylvania, gave the      
keynote address. 

• The Quarter Collection amounted to $16,038.28, 40 % more than 2007.            
Bethany contributed more than $250. 

• Voted to conduct a campaign to raise 2 million dollar endowment to provide full 
tuition scholarships for seminary students from our synod. 

• Formally adopted the ELCA’s Book of Faith Initiative; Pastor Geier has been 
appointed as our synod’s advocate for the initiative. 

• Encouraged the formation of a synod “dream team” to envision who we are as a 
synod and what we are called to do. 

 Council Highlights 
• Carpeting in the Sunday School wing will be in-
stalled in June.  The pasty money ($673 + $500 in 
matching funds) will be used for the carpeting. The 
remainder will be paid through a congregational ap-
peal. 
• Joy Proper, the new intern, will begin her intern-
ship on August 24 and end August 

16, 2009.  Details of her compensation and allowances 
were outlined. 

• Letter of disappointment to be sent to Trinity for their 
withdrawal from the shared confirmation program. 

• Roof is complete. 
• Synod established Visionary Committee to discuss how 

the Church can continue to be relevant in the UP. 



 

 
 
 
 

 

Noisy Offering for May and June will go to 
Habitat for Humanity. 

 
March and April’s Noisy Offering totaled $351.26 and 

will be given to the Food Bank 
Thanks to everyone for your generosity! 

 Sandstroms Celebrate 40th Anniversary 
In celebration of Paul & Diana Sandstrom’s 
40th wedding anniversary, their family will 
host a coffee fellowship on June 22, 2008.  
Cake and ice cream will be served.  Please 
join them in celebrating their special day. 



 

 Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolate  
Are Available at Bethany 

 
Café Salvador Coffee     $5.00 /box 
Organic Decaf Coffee    $5.75/ box 

Whole Bean Coffee   $5.25/box 
Whole Bean Decaf  $6.25/box 

All teas     $2.50  / box 
Hot cocoa   $4.20 / container 

Baking Cocoa  $4.20 
Milk Chocolate Bar  $2.25 

Dark Chocolate Mini Bars  $3.00 for 20 
 

From Small Farmers With Love 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 

 
We thank everyone for your support 
and prayers, especially Pastor Geier for 
his beautiful service.  Thank you to the 
serving crew for their work in the 
kitchen, Jim Hanson, Vicar Luke, 
Gary, and everyone who helped with 
the service.  Your thoughtfulness and            

                                                     prayers are a great comfort to us. 
 
         - Jim Medlyn’s Family 

Thank You from Sheree Mariani 
 
I wish to thank the congregation for all the sympathy cards 
and messages of condolences I received upon the death of 
my father, Robert Johnson. We truly appreciate the support 
and encouragement from everyone at this  
difficult time.  
 
 Sheree Mariani 



 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Going on a vacation? 
 

Family and friends visiting? 
 

Doing something fun or unusual during              
the summer?   

Share it with us at Bethany. 
Drop a note or picture in the newsletter mailbox 

And share your good times with all of us at  
    Bethany.  

 
 
 
 
 

Contributions to and ideas for the newsletter can be made by contacting Linda 
Dahl by phone, e-mail, or by dropping a note in the newsletter  
mailbox at church. 

485-1625 
linkarzig@netscape.com 

Keep In Your Prayers 
• Remember our home-bound and nursing home residents: June Bjorne 

(Brookridge Assisted Living), Alice Jacobson (Valente), Myrtle Carlson 
(Northridge Pines Assisted Living—Calumet), Teckla Holmgren, Barbara 
Crabb (Mather), Marvin Nadeau (Valente), Pearl Forchini 
(Mather),  Martha Ulrickson (Valente), Ken  Dalgleish 
(Mather), Sue Noerell (Valente), and  Doreen Brown. 

• Nick Chartre 
• Therese Korpi 
• Nancy Swanson 
• Alan Johns 
• Paul Blomgren  
• Kathy Chapman, who will have knee surgery June 3 
• Karen Williams 
• David Laine 
• Those in the military that they may remain safe 
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