





As far as the third item, the differences among us, I think it’s good to
be part of a church where differences are tolerated. To me, part of the legacy
of Martin Luther is that we are communities of interpretation. As Lutherans
we understand the Bible to be the living word of God which means it requires
interpretation and no one’s interpretation is the last one; there’s always one
more. Granting one interpretation absolute authority not only serves to silence
other options, it also acts against the “life” of the living word.

I like being part of a church where we can
disagree on points of interpretation and still gather
around the table for Holy Communion finding our
unity in the grace of Jesus Christ rather than in
absolute doctrinal conformity or absolute agree-
ment on all social and political matters. As pres-
ently constructed, the ELCA table is large; there’s
room for all kinds of people. | don’t want to see
that table made smaller.

That’s my pre-Assembly, post-Assembly report. (A more specific
report of Assembly activities may be found elsewhere in the Outlook)




DAILY LECTIONARY

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their re-
lationship to the Sunday lectionary. The readings are chosen so
that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday)

BIBLE

READING prepare for the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from

Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the Sunday
readings.

Daily Lectionary for June 2008

1 Third Sunday after Pentecost
2 Psalm 52 Joshua 8:30-35 Romans 2:1-11
3 Psalm52 Joshua 24:1-2, 11-28 Romans 3:9-22a
4 Psalm52 Job 28:12-28 Matthew 7:13-20
5 Psalm 50:7-15 Lam. 1:7-11 2 Peter 2:17-22
6 Psalm 50:7-15 Lam. 3:40-58 Acts 28:1-10
7 Psalm 50:7-15 Exodus 34:1-9 Matthew 9:27-34
8 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
9 Psalm 40:1-8 Lev. 15:25-31;22:1-9 1 Cor 6:14-7:2
10 Psalm 40:1-8 Hosea 8:11-14; 10:1-2 Hebrews 13:1-16
11 Psalm 40:1-8 Hosea 14:1-9 Matthew 12:1-8
12 Psalm 100 Exodus 4:18-23 Hebrews 3:1-6
13 Psalm 100 Exodus 4:27-31 Acts 7:35-43
14 Psalm 100 Exodus 6:28-7:13 Mark 7:1-13
15 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
16 Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 Joshua 1:1-11 1 Thess. 3:1-5
17 Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 1 Samuel 3:1-9 2 Thess. 2:13-3:5
18 Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 Proverbs 4:10-27 Luke 6:12-19
19 Psalm 69:7-18 Jeremiah 18:12-17 Hebrews 2:5-9
20 Psalm 69:7-18 Jeremiah 18:18-23 Acts 5:17-26
21 Psalm 69:7-18 Jeremiah 20:1-6 Luke 11:53-12:3




22 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

23 Psalm 6 Micah 7:1-7 Revelation 2:1-7
24 Psalm 6 Jeremiah 26:1-12 Revelation 2:8-11
25 Psalm 6 Jeremiah 38:1-13 Matthew 10:5-23

26 Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 Jeremiah 25:1-7 Galatians 5:2-6
27 Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 Jeremiah 25:8-14 Galatians 5:7-12
28 Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 Jeremiah 28:1-4 Luke 17:1-4

29 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

30 Psalm 119:161-168 1 Kings 21:1-16 1 Thess. 4:9-12
July

1 Psalm 119:161-168 1 Kings 21:17-29 1 John 4:1-6

Bl bookefaith

Bible Facts
Did you know that:

* There are 66 books in the Bible?

* Micah and Nahum are the middle books of the Bible? ——
* 3 John is the book with the fewest words?

* Psalms has the most chapters?

* There are 1,189 chapters in the Bible?

* Psalm 117 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible? ‘ —

 Psalm 117 is also the shortest chapter in the Bible?
 Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible?

* There are 31,101 verses in the Bible?

* Psalm 118:8 is the middle verse of the entire Bible? “It is better to take refuge in the
LORD than to trust in man” (NIV).

* John 11:35 is the shortest verse in the Bible? It has two words: “Jesus wept.”

* Esther 8:9 is the longest verse in the Bible? It has 78 words.




Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.John 14:5-7

To see the full beauty of these stained glass creations, you may view them in full
color on Bethany’s website at www.bethanyishpeming.org. Each panel costs approxi-
mately $130 to create and may be purchased for Bethany through the Memorial Fund.

Will You Share Your Musical Talent?

If you would like to make a musical offering, please contact
Bob Bucan or phone the church office. Your musical
contribution may be vocal, instrumental, a solo, or a group.
Bethany will be thankful for your musical voice raised in
song.




Enjoy the Poetry of Hymns

CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER
Children of the heavenly father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in Heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.
God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish;
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.
Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.
Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh; "And He took the children
His the loving purpose solely in His arms, put His hands
To preserve them pure and holy.
Lo, their very hairs He numbers,
And no daily care encumbers Mark. 10:10
Them that share His ev’ry blessing
And His help in woes distressing.
Praise the Lord in joyful numbers:
Your Protector never slumbers.
At the will of your Defender
Ev’ry foeman must surrender.

on them and blessed them."

Words: Karolina W. Sandell-Berg, Andeliga dagg-drop-par, 1858 (Tryggare kan
ingen vara); translated from Swedish to English by Ernst W. Olson in The Hymnal,
1925. Shortly before writing this hymn, Sandell and her father were on a boat trip,
when he fell overboard and drowned before her eyes. It is thought this tragedy gave
birth to the lyrics.

Music: Tryggare Kan Ingen Vara, Swedish melody, arranged by Oskar Ahnfelt
(1813-1882)




Meet
Joy Proper,
The New Intern

My name is Joy Proper. My parents met at NMU freshman
orientation and married in their senior year. Eight years later
» they had my older sister, Eve, and three years after that, | was
i born. | started life in a Lutheran (LCA) family in 1979. |
spent the first five years of my life in Houghton, MI. At that
point my family moved to Wisconsin Rapids, W1 and we lived there for one year. After
that, we moved to Winston-Salem, NC and lived there for four years. Finally we moved
to Medford, OR, where my parents still reside. | went to college in Idaho and then
moved back to Oregon upon graduation. | worked there (mostly in marketing) for five
years before leaving to attend seminary.

For recreation, | enjoy reading, beading, drawing and spending time on my lap-
top. I am close to my family and talk to them frequently. My goals for when | leave
seminary are to become a pastor of a small congregation in a small town and to have a
dog (preferably a terrier).

| first became aware of a call ministry around my sophomore year in college. |
attended a Presbyterian school and was required to take one religion class. I chose to take
world religions and found it be extremely easy. | complained to my mother about this
and she suggested that maybe it meant | had a talent for the subject. I thought that this
was a brilliant idea (and | was at the age where no parental ideas are brilliant), so | went
about signing up for all of the religion courses possible. This was a gamble, because it
was an extremely small school and I had never met the main religion professor whose
classes | would be taking. The professor turned out to be a former Lutheran minister, and
a wonderful professor. In religion, 1 found all of the theory that | could want, but here it
was about things that actually mattered to people and their lives. | was in heaven and |
had felt the call to ministry. | was able to resist the call for a few years, but in the end it
got the better of me. Within three months of announcing my interest to the pastor, | had
preached my first sermon and only a few months after that |1 was conducting services
when the pastor was out of town. | found that preaching and presiding just felt right. It
was like coming home in a way that my job never was. | was hooked and after that there
was no turning back, so | packed my bags and went to seminary.




I am looking forward to moving to Ishpeming and being a part of Bethany
for a year. It will be nice to be back in the area where my roots are from. | am al-
ready anticipating the greater ease with which | may obtain a pasty. (Currently |
only get to have one when | visit my family and we turn ourselves into a pasty pro-
ducing assembly line.) On a more serious note, your church sounds like a wonder-
ful, active community and | am looking forward to getting to become a part of it.

Pasty Sale Is A Huge Success

The Joy Circle sponsored the Pasty Sale on May 3, but
they couldn’t have done it without the help of many
others. Over forty people helped. Thank you to those
who made donations, and thank you to the sellers, peelers, meatcutters, chip-
pers, bowlers, rollers, baggers, deliverers, and
those on clean-up. So many of our members
stepped up to help that it is impossible to thank
everyone individually. But as we worked
together, we experienced that great feeling of
fellowship.

In all, there were 274 pasties made. Thirty-four
pasties were given to shut-ins and those 80 and over.

The Pasty Sale made $665 profit, and $500 matching funds from Thrivent.
This money is designated for carpeting for the educational wind of the church.




Travis Allen

Travis Allen graduates this year from Ishpeming High School.
He is an example of just one of Bethany’s youth who remind us
of what our youth offer our world and who show us all the
promise of the future.

I plan on attending the Northern Michigan University’s Skill
Center in the fall to further my education. | will take two years of
Construction, and if I like it I will go for another two years and
make it a four year degree. While I am going to school, I will con-
tinue to work at Symon’s Hardware. If a career in construction

W doesn’t work out, | may go into Criminal Justice as my second
choice for a career.

I like to build things out of wood and do projects around my mother’s
house. | am also an outdoor man. 1 love the woods and hunting,
camping, and being with animals.

I’m the president of SADD Club and am very involved in it. You might have seen me on
TV this year in a commercial for SADD.

My family is fun, loving, and caring. You never know what we are going to do, but we
have a good time together. | also have a large family, including my church family. They
have always been very supportive to all of us, and | thank them for that.

I was brought up at Bethany from the time | was born. | was baptized, had my first com-
munion, and was confirmed here at Bethany. | hope to continue at Bethany. But even
when | can’t come to church because | am working on Sunday, | know the Lord will al-
ways be with me. He believes in me, and | believe in him.

I have had some good times at Bethany. My favorite times were helping out Mr. Marvin
Nadeau and my Grandpa Don Doney. They were quite the pair doing jobs at the church.
They always got the job done. Both of them got me involved and were a great inspiration
to me.
I also had a very memorable experience when Tom Ryan took me fly-
\ ing. I thought I was going to p*** | don’t think I said two words the
whole time we were up in the air, but | can guarantee that | did a lot of
praying. “Please let my feet touch the ground again....Please...Please




Lord.” 1don’t know if | ever thanked Mr. Ryan. Well, Tom, it was fun, but it sure
wasn’t my cup of tea. Thank the Lord!

The people who had the biggest influence on me were my
mother Pam, my Grandpa Doney, and Jesus. They were
always there for me and supported me in so many ways.
During the good times and bad times, they showed me love,
believed in me, and were always supportive and caring.
They always said, “Show respect, and you will get it back. -
I will always be there for them. S

& ]
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My favorite Bible story or song is “This Little Light of +fmse, shine;

Mine, I’m going to let it Shine..Shine...Shine.” | feel that | ~For they light has come,
shine at construction and that is what I’m going to be and The “"3 of Ths LOKD
successful in and what | like to do best. Is risen wponThee.

f}a,fah 60.‘]

As | look into the future, | hope it is bright and beautiful. God has given me the tools
to be successful. I live minute by minute and day by day. | work hard to be everything
I can be. What a person puts into life will show in the finished product. That will be
my future success.

Congratulations!

e Lindsey Cain graduated from Northern Michigan
University with a degree in elementary education.

The

@’qfﬂjg\(f é e Mallory Warner graduated from St. Norbert’s in
SCENE GreenBay.

e Nicholas Chartre was on the Dean’s List at Bay College after achieving a 3.7
grade point average.

Congratulations!

HIGH Sabrina Holm-Brown, who had her first communion last month, was
SCHOOL part of the chorus in the play High School Musical. Good Job!
MUSICAL




The Ministry of Hospitality

Imagine for a moment what it is like to be a stranger in the midst of over

I one hundred people. You do not know anyone, yet you are surrounded by
groups of people who are having various conversations. Everything is new

to you, all the sights and smells. You are not even sure where to find the

STHANI;E restroom.

g This is perhaps the experience for most visitors who find themselves walk-

qQ ing through the doors of our congregation on a Sunday morning. The hospi-
tality that we offer to them is the responsibility of the entire assembly that
gathers. How we welcome strangers into our midst is a direct representation
of how we welcome the body of Christ into our midst.

INVITE]] In Matthew’s gospel, the evangelist writes: “Then the righteous will answer
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or
— me —| thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will
g answer them, “Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
| MATTHEW 2535 | who are members of my family, you did it to me”” (Matthew 25:37-40).
Ted Swanson has recently been appointed to serve as Head Usher. In this new role he
will work to coordinate various teams that will serve as ushers from week to week. It

will be his charge to ensure the comfort of all who are gathered for worship and to at-
tend to the various needs that may arise on a given Sunday.

Out of Ted’s deep commitment to this new role, he brings a vision of a renewed style
of ushering. In the “Worship Handbook on Ushers and Greeters,” author Gerald Spice
writes:

“It is a good sign of the involvement of the worshiping community if ushers are
male and female, young and old — representing as fully as possible the entire
worshiping community. Even children are quite capable of offering hospitality
and carrying out the duties of ushering.”

Those who have served as ushers over the past several years we hope will continue to
do so. We also hope that they will invite their wives, their children, and their grand-
children to serve as ushers alongside them.




We also hope to see new faces join the ministry of hospitality. Consider your family as a
team of ushers. It is an especially great way to incorporate children into the worship ser-
vice. By giving children the simple task of helping to pass out bulletins or pass around the
offering plate, they feel a much greater part of the worship service. Worship studies have
demonstrated that children who are engaged in the worship life of the church are much
more likely to continue attending church as they grow into adulthood.

If you are interested in participating in this renewed ministry, please sign up on the kiosk.
In mid-July, Ted and I will hold an evening session for all those interested. Please feel free
to approach either of us if you have any questions.

- Luke Smetters

Pastor Lee and Pastor Holmgren to Retire

~ Pastor Tom Lee will retire on June 1 from Zion Lutheran Church in
= Galesville, Wisconsin. A retirement celebration and brunch are being
| held in his honor on June 1 following the worship service in the

' v-ﬂ- fellowship hall at Zion Lutheran.

new home in northern Wisconsin which will still keep them close to their families but will
also bring them back to the Great Lakes Synod.

Following his retirement, Pastor Tom and Kay Lee will move to their

Pastor Tom and Kay Lee’s new address is 8491 West Bluebird Road; Lake Tomahawk,
Wisconsin 54539.

Rev. Douglas Holmgren will retire after 32 years in the ministry. He was ordained at
Bethany on June 20, 1976, by his uncle Ted Matson, a former pastor at Bethany and a
former bishop of the Wisconsin-Upper Michigan Synod of the LCA. For the last 25 years,
Douglas has been the pastor of Christ Lutheran in Des Moines. Prior to that, he spent seven
years at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Oxford Junction, lowa. Officially he will retire on
June 30, though his last Sunday at Christ Lutheran will be June 1.

Douglas and wife Randi will continue to live in Des Moines during the school year where
he will be teaching several classes at Grand View College, one of our ELCA colleges.
Their summers will be spent in the Upper Peninsula at Randi’s childhood home on East
Ridge Street in Ishpeming and at their camp at Three Lakes. They look forward to renew-
ing old acquaintances and coming back to their UP roots.




New Books For June 2008 WHATS NEW
By Keenan Tunnell : ’

In keeping with the ELCA’s “Book of Faith” initiative, | have pur-
chased the first Augsburg support material (Jacobson’s book below)
and added some other works having to do with reading and under-
standing the Bible. As the proponents of the initiative are prone to say:
Join the Conversation! See a summary of Chapter One elsewhere in this issue.

A LIBRARY?

Jacobson, Diane. Opening the Book of Faith (Adult 220.071 JAC)
“This book ...is your invitation to engage in [the ELCA “Book of
Faith” initiative.] Through this book and through this initiative, we
will be called to experience more fully the power of the Word and
e to recall or Iearn_ anew the Lutheran_approaches to Scripture that
~:| have been so fruitful over the centuries. In chapter 1, Stan Olson
- explores how Lutherans think of God's powerful Word and why we
talk of the Bible as a Book of Faith. In chapter 2, Mark Allan Pow-
ell introduces how Lutheran insights help us open up the Bible. In
chapter 3, you will be introduced to four approaches to studying the
Bible that can be used in concert to deepen and broaden your ex-
perience in Bible study. You are then invited to experience the
power of studying biblical texts together through four group Bible
studies.” (From the Augsburg Fortress entry for this book)

Borg, Marcus. Reading the Bible again for the first time. (Adult 220.6 BOR)

Cmre a vk s o' k. e

“The title of this book comes from the author's experience of =~ ===
"unlearning" his literal reading of the Bible from childhood in fa-
vor of a "historical-metaphorical” reading derived from his 35
years of studying the Bible as an academic. ... Borg offers a
highly readable and succinct introduction to biblical criticism, out-

lining the kinds of cultural, theological and historical Ienses-
through which people read the Bible and explaining how those

readings affect their relation to God. The historical-metaphorical | M4R<YS 4. BORG
reading that Borg presents includes both the "historical illumina-

tion of a text in its ancient context™ and a metaphorical approach

that "enables us to see and affirm meanings that go beyond the particularity of what the

texts meant in their ancient setting.” He applies this approach to the Bible in sections,
wending his way from the creation stories to Revelation ...” (From Publishers Weekly)




June Worship Assistants

June 1l

Assisting Minister - Carl Pellonpaa
Acolytes - Natalie Dobson

Altar -

Greeters - Tom & Emilie Brown
Coffee Hosts - Christian Education
Flowers - In honor of Jordan Mitchell’s

June 29
Assisting Minister - Evelyn Valente
Acolytes - Natalee Rasmussen
Altar -

Greeters -

Coffee Hosts -

Graduation by Ed & Sue Holmgren Fjowers - In memory of Olga Norell by

June 8

Assisting Minister - Linda Dahl
Acolytes - Katie Johns

Altar -

Greeters -

Coffee Hosts -

Flowers -

June 15

Assisting Minister - Jean Johns

Acolytes - Alex Goldsworthy

Altar -

Greeters -

Coffee Hosts -

Flowers - In memory of Paul Silas & June Pontti by
Bob & Carol Waters

June 22

Assisting Minister - Matt Leverton

Acolytes - Katelyn Ombrello

Altar -

Greeters -

Coffee Hosts - Sandstroms (40th Anniversary)

Flowers - In memory of Roger Pohlman by the
Pohlman Family

The Norell & Blewett
Families

Thank You!

June Ushers:
John Beerling
Jerry Hager

Bill Heavyside

Robert Maki ERS
Donald Meyer @1
John Pontti
Dan Sleeman — ‘
July Ushers:

Robert Waters

James Anderson
John Carlson
Robert Nadeau
David Niemela
Tom Sodergren
Roger Solberg
Greg Stahlmann




June 2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:15 Evangelism 6:30 Worship 6:30 Worship & Music
10:30 Worship 7:00 Prayer Shawl 7:00 Property
7:30 Christian Education
8 9 10 11 12 13
10:30 Worship 6:30 Worship 1:30 Social Ministry 10:00 Men’s Group 5:00 Finance
7:15 Men’s Ministry
15 16 17 18 19 20
10:30 Worship 6:30 Worship 6:30 Intern Committee
7:00 Council
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:30 Worship 6:30 Worship 10:00 Men’s Group
1:30 Mary Circle
7:15 Martha Circle
29 30

Picnic®

\ All-Church Picnic
July 13

Outlook
June 22.




Happy Birthday!
Edmund Holmgren
Thomas Holmgren
Hannah Skewis

June Forsberg

Eric Nault

Curtis Hosking

Josie Connors

Jacob Christopherson
Katie Johns

Jean Johns

Peter Cain

Kara Harrington
Karen Johnson

Clara Carlson

Jean Anderson
Ruben Champion
Faith Cain

James Penhale
Catherine Beinlich
Denise Clark
William Goldsworthy
Donna Day

Ashley Chartre

Lois Palkki

Andrew Goldsworthy
Helen Peterson

Mary Bertucci
Michael DuBord
Barbara Kinnunen
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26 Susan Dobson
26 Katelyn Hough
26 Ryan Jarvi

27 Sarah Waters
28 Donna DuBord

Happy Anniversary!

William and Anne Carne
6/9/63 45 years

Paul and Diana Sandstrom
6/15/68 40 years

Daniel and Sharon Argall
6/19/71 37 years

Tim and Patricia Nault
6/21/86 22 years

Ray and Colleen Sundblad
6/21/49 59 years




Fretheim, Terence E. About the Bible (Adult 220.6 FRE)

“...Fretheim offers straightforward answers to some of the
most often asked questions about how the Bible was written,
organized, and interpreted—and why people have such differ-
ent opinions about what the Bible has to say...[He] also dis-
cusses the role of prophets and prophesies in the Bible, connec- ©
tions between the Old and New Testaments, the way the Bible
uses metaphors and poetry, and faith-driven questions about
the suffering and violence that appear in biblical
texts...” (From the back cover of the book)

TERENCE E. FRETHEIM

Deal, William S. Pictorial Introduction to the Bible (Adult 220.61 DEA)

PICTORIAIL, “Anyone who wants to become better acquainted with the
]NIRODUCHON BikC)jIe Wilcli fﬁnd z (;NeaIFh _of rpaterri]aé hirefirr: ?;sl_sgll-tq-
understand form. A description of each book of the Bible is
:I‘QE? given in the order that the book appears in the Bible itself.
pllpmanent 48 The popular and nontechnical style provides in concise
# form information on who wrote each book, when it was
ey 24 written, to whom it was written, and the particular circum-
o ' stances surrounding its writing. A short commentary is in-
4 cluded with special emphasis on the great stories and truths
* which each book contains. A variety of illustrations team
up with the text to give a clear explanation of life and
people in Bible times.” (From the back cover of the book)
NOTE that this is from a very traditional/conservative
point of view.

Bethany’s Website
www.bethanyishpeming.org




Olson, Stanley. “God’s powerful book,” in Opening the
Book of Faith. 2008.

Following is a short excerpt from this chapter of the first
. U] supporting material for the Bible Book of Faith Initiative of
/‘ vy ] the ELCA. It is under the heading “An Authoritative
Word.”
“Lutherans say that the Bible has authority. In doing so, we confess faith in the God who
engages us there. We worship a living, active, relevant God who continues in relation-
ship with creation, with humanity, with the church, with each of us. Through the Bible,
God engages us. God speaks to each of us, with challenge and with promise. That’s the
Bible’s authority.

“So, when we speak of the authority of the Bible, we claim a promise. Lutherans say the
Bible is inspired. The Spirit of God speaks there. This is bold expectation. We are confi-
dent that through the Bible, God will address us in our contemporary realities, just as
God has addressed humanity over the centuries. We praise God by this confidence,
gratefully astonished that God engages us through the Bible....

“The Bible is authoritative because it communicates the grace of God in Jesus Christ.
Grace comes to us as law and gospel, demand and promise. The Bible is authoritative for
us because it allows us to encounter the gracious God who was self-revealed in Jesus of
Nazareth. In fact, the Bible is authoritative for us in much the same way that Jesus Christ
was authoritative for those first-century women and men who became his disciples. They
encountered God in him. We encounter God through the Bible because it effectively con-
veys Jesus Christ to us....The book is a means of grace.

“Therefore, and this is a very important ‘therefore’, Lutherans begin with what the Bible
does, rather than beginning with claims about its nature or origin. Lutherans do not think
that one must trust the Bible in order to make faith possible. Rather, we know that the
Bible creates faith in those who hear it. So, to enable people to believe, we invite them
into the faith community to listen with us to God speaking through the Bible and through
proclamation. We confidently anticipate that God’s Spirit will nurture trust in those who
read and hear the Bible...” (pp. 2-3)

More next month! Join the conversation!




W(}méﬁElCA > What's Up with WELCA?

Mother/Child/Friend Dessert
May 6, 2008




Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has a dedicated group of women work-
ing on shawls. Many shawls have already been made and at least
17 shawls have been given out. If you have someone you would
like to give a shawl to just ask a shawl ministry member or

let Pastor know and we will arrange for you to pick one out.
Anyone is welcome to join us whenever you can. Our next
meeting will be Monday, June 2nd at 7 p.m. in the social room.

"Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us and confirm for us the work of our
hands; yes confirm the work of our hands.” - Psalm 90:17

Quilts, Kits and Layettes needed!

Women of the ELCA is encouraging its local groups and
other groups in congregations to engage in Lutheran World
Relief's parish projects. "Last year showed a significant in-
crease in the number of quilts requested...In 2008, requests
have increased even further ... so our current inventories are
not able to meet the needs expressed by our overseas part-
ners. We'll need many more quilts and kits to fulfill the
requests we've received already, plus the other requests that
&= gre sure to come,"” according to LWR's warehouse manager.

What does WELCA mean to me?

I enjoy the common goal of WELCA- meeting with women in
Christ and having our Bible studies. These are compassionate
and friendly women.

"\E\F:}\""'q._ I1"u"'\.

-Donna Day




Chocolate Cream Dessert

3/4 cold butter

1 pkg. chocolate cake mix

1 egg lightly beaten

1 pkg. light cream cheese {8 0zs.}

1 cup powdered sugar \;f ﬁie cipes
4 cups lite cool whip, divided Berf[i;):ny

3 cups cold milk
2 small pkgs. sugar free choc. pudding
2 Thls. shaved milk choc.

In a large bowl, cut the butter into the cake mix until the mixture resembles coarse
crumbs. Add the egg and mix well. Press into a greased 9x13 pan and bake at 350 de-
grees for 15-18 minutes. Cool completely.

In a small mixing bowl, beat cream cheese on medium speed until fluffy. Add powdered
sugar and beat until smooth. Fold in 1 cup of the cool whip. Carefully spread over the
cooled cake; cover and refrigerate until set.

In a large bowl, combine the milk and pudding mix by whisking for 2 minutes; let stand
for 5 minutes or until slightly thickened. Spread over the cream cheese layer. Top with
the remaining cool whip. Shave chocolate on top and refrigerate for at least 2 hours be-
fore serving.

(Debbie Cain served this dessert for WELCA’s Mother/Child/Friend Dessert)

0 Jordan Mitchell, grandson of
n . Ed and Sue Holmgren and
Gra&ﬁgﬁ% ﬁ former member of Bethany
House =N will graduate from Marquette
Senior High School on June

1st. An Open House will be
held on June 14th.




June 1, 2008 — Martha Stortz — Inside Out, Upside Down

Matthew 5:1-12 race

The most extensive preaching we have from the lips of Jesus is re-

corded in Matthew’s Gospel account, “The Sermon on the Mount.” gl;te;j S
Jesus opens this sermon not with command but with blessing. These ERNRGRIcS] shanes RIS AMSelea

blessings reveal some of the major themes that dot the ministry of Jesus. They propose that we turn our
lives upside and inside out to catch the splendor of God. Martha Stortz, professor of historical theology
and ethics at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, helps us navigate these blessings, or beatitudes of
Jesus.

June 8, 2008 — Jeremy Langford — Good Soil

Psalm 65

Christian faith that does not grow in an individual is not a living faith. Such lifeless or immature faith is
certainly not a resource to rely on in the crises of life. This edition of Grace Matters explores the necessity
of growing and nurturing the seeds of God’s Word that get planted in our lives. Host Peter Marty explores
the strange phenomenon of growing many dimensions in our lives as we age, but leaving our faith presup-
positions and knowledge at the third grade level. Jeremy Langford, a communicator for the Jesuit com-
munity in Chicago, is guest on the program.

June 15, 2008 — Timothy Johnson — Facing the Big Questions in Life

(Encore show from 2/18/07)

1 Corinthians 13:2

Dr. Timothy Johnson, longtime medical editor for ABC news, is not afraid to ask the big questions of
religion and science. As both minister and physician, he is intrigued by the interplay of two worlds that
many people find hopelessly at odds. He brings his incisive mind and spiritual vitality to a conversation
about the “hows” of science and the “whys” of faith.

June 22, 2008 — Rodney Clapp — Breath, Bone, and Body

Psalm 139:13-15

Everybody seems to have their own definition for spirituality. But one definition that doesn't work well for
those steeped in a biblical tradition is that which treats all things spiritual as inward and invisible. Rodney
Clapp out to reclaim an important place for a more physical spirituality that refuses to ignore the body. In
all of its messiness and confusion, the body can be a home through which the Lord of creation, incarnation,
and resurrection goes to work. Clapp is author of the book, Tortured Wonders: Christian Spirituality for
People, Not Angels.

June 29, 2008 — Bill Milliken — Kid Dropouts: An Adult Problem

John 15:15

Bill Milliken has his finger on the pulse of the high school dropout epidemic in America. And, it is an
epidemic. “It’s not a kid problem,” he tells us, “It’s an adult problem.” Milliken is founder of the organiza-
tion Communities in Schools, an agency that connects community resources with students who need atten-
tion and care. This program highlights the poverty of relationship that many live with, and what it means
to believe in another person the Jesus way.

Grace Matters airs on Sunny 101.9 at 7:30 Sunday mornings.




Dads Have Clout!

Studies show that if the mother of a family attends worship, there’s
16 percent chance that the rest of the family will also attend.

Yet when a father attends worship, there’s a 93 percent chance that
other family members will be present, too.

Just think, Dad, of the clout you have. Hope to see you in church
this weekend!

Setting a good example

.. Some friends gathered after the funeral of a dear, saintly man.
f ~J  They all knew how dedicated he was to God, his church and his

F‘“ _“f,; i‘fﬁ‘f* family.
Ay The group started talking about the deceased man’s spiritual life
g ¥ A ! — and specifically his prayer life. The man’s son-in-law shared
J ,g'_' : "\ how important prayer was in his own life. He felt the need to

L fﬂ& regularly give thanks and seek God’s guidance in his daily
decisions.

The son-in-law added that he made it a point to put his young son to bed at least once
a week. He always knelt by the boy’s bed and prayed loud enough for his son to hear.
He did so, he said, because he wanted his son to know that his father believed in God
and spoke to him.

Even though the boy’s grandfather was no longer alive, his godly example was hav-
ing a lasting impact on his family — an impact that will touch future generations for
years to come.

“These commandments that | give you today are to be upon
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up”

(Deuteronomy 6:6-7, N1V).




Kids - Did you know>

Bible Verse to Memorize

“Great is the love the Father has lavished on us...children
of God.” 1 John 3:1

Getting __
Fortune Lake Calendar of Events .
Week 1: June 15-20 Women & Kids, L.Y.L.E., Day Camp 1?:‘:0”._,"3
Week 2: June 22-27 Villagers, Vagabonds, Venturers, L.Y.L.E., Day Camp <B.l.ake

Week 3: June 29-July 4 Victory, Mini-Camp, Day Camp
Week 4: July 6-11 Villagers, Vagabonds, Venturers, Jr. Valiants, Day Camp

Week 5: July 13-18 Victory, Sr. Valiants, Day Camp

Week 6: July 20-25 Villagers, Vagabonds, Venturers, Day Camp *Christmas in July*
Week 7: July 27-Aug. 2 Camp New Day, Day Camp 1, Day Camp 2
Week 8: August 3-8 Vagabonds, Veterans

August 9 Staff Closing .
Week 9: August 10-15 Family Camp, Fishing Camp, Voyage Yuur--_

Family Camp: Families (all ages)

Mini-Camp: Completed grade 2 ﬁf :
Villager: Completed grades 3-4 Grace
Vagabond: Completed grades 5-6 '
Fishing Camp: Completed grades 5-8
Venturer & Jr. Valiant: Completed grades 7-8
Veteran & Sr. Valiant: Completed grades 9-12
Voyage: Completed grades 9-12 (NTIITTRL L alhiy g
L.Y.L.E.: 16 years and older PV ilIE WURG WU
(Lutheran Youth Leadership Experience)

Victory: Mentally/Physically Challenged Adults

*Camp New Day: Children of incarcerated adults

*Camp New Day utilizes FLLC site & staff, but is not an FLLC program.

Please note that all camps in BOLD are NEW or redesigned. High School age campers actually
have a possibility to be at camp for 5 weeks (Veteran, Sr. Valiant, L.Y.L.E., and Voyage)!!
Bethany has scholarships for camp!




e .
Bethany is hosting 4 j ffé?@

n\\

Vacation Bible School “Beach Party: "j
July 28-31 Surfin’ Through the 5J
5:30 - 8:00 P.M. Scriptures” ., £

We need volunteer teachers and helpers. |k
We also need decorations for the church, ——
like surfboards or any beach related

items.

Getting Ready
For the
Pentecost Service

Dear God,

Is it true my father won’t get in Heaven fo=—"
if he uses his golf words in the house?

Anita




Council Highlights

e T ™ e Carpeting in the Sunday School wing will be in-
A Lt L. N stalled in June. The pasty money ($673 + $500 in
¢ Wore [ HIEEERE N matching funds) will be used for the carpeting. The
B .. W remainder will be paid through a congregational ap-
H N4 || peal.
' W oy Proper, the new intern, will begin her intern-
ship on August 24 and end August
16, 2009. Details of her compensation and allowances @l\ﬁ M B
were outlined. o7 g

o Letter of disappointment to be sent to Trinity for their
withdrawal from the shared confirmation program.

e Roof is complete.

« Synod established Visionary Committee to discuss how
the Church can continue to be relevant in the UP.

YOUR PLEDGE

This Summer

Highlights of the Synod Convention

342 people attended (275 delegates and 67 visitors)

Rev. Arthur Weiss was installed as Executive Director at Fortune Lake.

Two worship services were held using Setting 7 (Hispanic Setting) and Setting 8
(Contemporary Setting). Luke Smetters procured the musicians from Ann Arbor
to lead these unfamiliar settings and to offer songs of their own.

Adopted a revised budget based on lower revenue from the 94 congregations.
Local people winning elections included: Corrine Johnson (Suomi; Palmer) -
2009 Churchwide Assembly Delegate (Clergy); Rosemary Larson (Trinity:
Ishpeming) - 2009 Churchwide Assembly Delegate (Lay Person, Female); Ken-
neth Lahners (Trinity; Ishpeming) - Synod Discipline Committee (Clergy)
ELCA Rep. Pastor Don McCoid, a former bishop in Pennsylvania, gave the
keynote address.

The Quarter Collection amounted to $16,038.28, 40 % more than 2007.

Bethany contributed more than $250.

Voted to conduct a campaign to raise 2 million dollar endowment to provide full
tuition scholarships for seminary students from our synod.

Formally adopted the ELCA’s Book of Faith Initiative; Pastor Geier has been
appointed as our synod’s advocate for the initiative.

Encouraged the formation of a synod “dream team” to envision who we are as a
synod and what we are called to do.




Sandstroms Celebrate 40th Anniversary
CFLEBRATING AN In celebration of Paul & Diana Sandstrom’s
40th wedding anniversary, their family will
host a coffee fellowship on June 22, 2008.
Cake and ice cream will be served. Please
join them in celebrating their special day.

“What did Cain and Abel give him for Father's Day
if it wasn't a tie?”

Noisy Offering for May and June will go to
Habitat for Humanity.

March and April’s Noisy Offering totaled $351.26 and
will be given to the Food Bank
Thanks to everyone for your generosity!




We thank everyone for your support

and prayers, especially Pastor Geier for

his beautiful service. Thank you to the
Thank You serving crew for their work in the
kitchen, Jim Hanson, Vicar Luke,
Gary, and everyone who helped with

the service. Your thoughtfulness and
prayers are a great comfort to us.

4 from the Medlyns

- Jim Medlyn’s Family

Thank You from Sheree Mariani

| wish to thank the congregation for all the sympathy cards Y .
and messages of condolences | received upon the death of A
my father, Robert Johnson. We truly appreciate the support f%/ -
and encouragement from everyone at this &

pr : 7.9
difficult time. 7 L

Sheree Mariani

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolate
Are Available at Bethany

Café Salvador Coffee  $5.00 /box
Organic Decaf Coffee $5.75/ box
Whole Bean Coffee $5.25/box
Whole Bean Decaf $6.25/box
Allteas $2.50 /box
Hot cocoa $4.20 / container
Baking Cocoa $4.20
Milk Chocolate Bar $2.25
Dark Chocolate Mini Bars $3.00 for 20

From Small Farmers With Love




Keep In Your Prayers
o Remember our home-bound and nursing home residents: June Bjorne
(Brookridge Assisted Living), Alice Jacobson (Valente), Myrtle Carlson
(Northridge Pines Assisted Living—Calumet), Teckla Holmgren, Barbara
Crabb (Mather), Marvin Nadeau (Valente), Pearl Forchini
(Mather), Martha Ulrickson (Valente), Ken Dalgleish
(Mather), Sue Noerell (Valente), and Doreen Brown.
Nick Chartre
Therese Korpi
Nancy Swanson
Alan Johns
Paul Blomgren
Kathy Chapman, who will have knee surgery June 3
Karen Williams
David Laine
Those in the military that they may remain safe

Going on a vacation?
Family and friends visiting?

Doing something fun or unusual during
the summer?
Share it with us at Bethany.
Drop a note or picture in the newsletter mailbox
And share your good times with all of us at
Bethany.

Vacation [\News

Contributions to and ideas for the newsletter can be made by contacting Linda
Dahl by phone, e-mail, or by dropping a note in the newsletter
mailbox at church.
485-1625
linkarzig@netscape.com




Bethany Lutheran Church

Phone: 906-486-4351

Fax: 906-486-9640

E-mail: bethanyim@hotmail.com
Website: www.bethanyishpeming.org

Rev. Warren Geier, Pastor
Home Phone: 485-4218
E-mail: revwgeier@charterinternet.com

Vicar Luke Smetters
Phone: 224-406-2398
E-mail: luke_smetters@hotmail.com

Parish Planning Council:

Exec. Director, Robert Nadeau
Asst. Exec. Director, Tom Ryan
Christian Education, Denise Clark
Evangelism, Paul Sandstrom
Finance, Cheryl Sleeman
Personnel, Sandee Sundquist
Property, Bill Heavyside

Social Ministry, Marian Medlyn
Stewardship, John Pontti
Worship & Music, Dan Argall

Bethany Lutheran Church
715 Mather Avenue
Ishpeming, MI 49849
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