














 

 
 
Chittister, Joan, OSB et al. The Tent of Abraham; stories of 
hope and peace for Jews, Christians, and Muslims. 
 The book “…provides readers with stories that can bring all 
the faiths together. Written by three religious leaders, from the 
Jewish, Muslim, and Christian faiths, the book explores in accessi-
ble language the mythic quality and the teachings of reconciliation 
that are embedded in the Torah, the Quran, and the Bible. It also 
employs the story of Abraham from all three of these sacred texts 
to weave together the wisdoms of these religious traditions into a 
deeper, more unified whole. The Tent of Abraham is the first book 
to tell the story of Abraham as found in Jewish, Muslim, and 
Christian sources and reenergize it as a basis for peace.” 
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        Congratulations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roger and Ruthie Solberg have a new grandson.   
Anderson Phelps Minor was born to Becky and Jeff Minor. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Brayden Allan Swanson 
             son of 
Shawn & Tammy Swanson 
Grandparents:  Daniel & Sharon Argall 
                        Roy & Betty Coduti 
                        Robert Swanson 
Sponsors for Brayden:  Pete & Terra (Argall) Frustaglio and  
Dave Boase 
 

  
Reid Daniel Frustaglio 
            son of 
Pete & Terra (Argall) Frustaglio 
 
Grandparents:  Daniel & Sharon Argall 
                        John & Gail Hinds 
Sponsors for Reid:  Shawn & Tammy  
Swanson and Dan & Jennie Maki 
 
 

 

 

Ephraim Joel Edward Ball 
Born 4.23.07 
8 lbs. 4 oz. 
Parents: Adam and Kimberly Ball 
Grandparents: Larry and Ann 
Alexander 
Uncle: Max Alexander 

Cousins Baptized on  
Mother’s Day—May 13, 2007 

Terra, Reid, Pete 
Savannah, Garrett, Joshua 



 

A Father’s Prayer 
 
Lord, I’m askin’ for Your help 
To raise my newborn son, 
Give me strength and guide me 
‘Cause I know that You’re the one. 
 
You sent this angel to me 
A little heaven here on earth, 
For now I know my place in life… 
I’m no longer who comes first. 
 
Once I had no answer 
As to why it is I’m here, 
But when I looked into my baby’s eyes… 
It all became so clear. 
 
This little bit of heaven 
Owns me, heart and soul 
And it’s You that sent him to me 
A greater love I’ll never know. 
 
So take these rugged hands of mine 
Help me to understand, 
Just what it is I need to do 
To raise this little man. 
 
Help me build a boy that knows 
It’s You that holds the key, 
To all that heaven holds for us 
Show him Your love through me. 
 
- Mitch Speed 



 

 
 
 
      WHAT'S UP WITH WELCA 
 
In June 1987 representatives from the American Lutheran Church (ALC), the Lutheran 
Church in America (LCA), and the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC) 
came together to organize a new body and spirit of women 
known as the Women of the ELCA.  The organization came 
into being officially on January 1, 1988.  As we celebrate 
20 years of WELCA, the organization is taking a special 
anniversary offering to support two projects. These projects 
are Stand With Africa Water Project which helps the 
people of Zimbabwe to have healthy water and  
Augusta Victoria Hospital of Jerusalem which serves all 
patients regardless of their circumstances.  If you would 
like to make an anniversary offering you can do so at 
www.womenoftheelca.org and click on "Make a Gift"  
under Quick Links. 
 
SPRING CLUSTER MEETING 
 
The Spring Cluster meeting of WELCA was held April 29 here at Bethany.  Sixty-six 
women attended from the various parishes. 
 
Pastor David Echelbarger from Immanuel in Negaunee spoke on the theme “Women in the 
Bible.” 
 
The total offering was $646, half of which went to WELCA  and the other half to Medical 
Care Access Coalition. 
 
The program included the Bethany Hand Bell Choir who performed five selections. 
 
After a salad supper, Pastor Christine Echelbarger, Pastor Eggert and Becky Johnson spoke 
on Lay Ministry classes which will begin in September at Immanuel in Negaunee. 
 
The Fall Cluster meeting will be at Eden Lutheran Church in Munising on September 30, 
2007. 
 
- Evelyn Nadeau 



 

Ruby Kaukola Brings Comfort with Prayer Shawl 
I knit a lot in the evening making things for my grandchildren.  When 
the newsletter came out with the article about the prayer shawls, I 
decided to go on the internet to learn a little more about them.  From 
there I decided to make my first prayer shawl.  I knew of a couple in 
California, and the husband had been diagnosed with pancreatic  
cancer, a fast moving cancer.  I didn’t finish the shawl before he 
passed away, but I sent it to his wife…..this was her response 
 

“I just want to thank you for the lovely prayer shawl.  Everyone who comes here 
asks me where I got it.  It is so lovely and I really like the colors.  When I get blue, I 
just wrap it around me and it makes me feel warm and loved.” 
 
I didn’t really know this couple well, but the thank you really touched me.   
 
You can make prayer shawls for many reasons. You can make them  not only for the sick 
but for babies, nursing moms, those getting married, or just as a  “thinking of you” gift.  
I know from this experience I will make another.  Maybe some of you can join in and get 
that same warm feeling by giving a prayer shawl to someone you know or don’t know. 
 
With Love from Ruby Kaukola 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT DOES WELCA MEAN TO ME? 
  
WELCA is friendship, fellowship, laughter, tears, and most of all 
SUPPORT.  WELCA members support and pray for each other in 
times of celebration and challenges.  I am a better person for being 
involved with WELCA. 
-Debbie Cain 

 

Presentation of the  
Fair Trade  

Program and its products at the 
Mother—Daughter-Friend Dessert 



 

 
June 4 

Pray for women participating in the Southwestern Minnesota, South 
Dakota, Northeastern Minnesota, and Allegheny synodical conventions. 

Give thanks for those who have taught and administered education 
programs throughout the year. 

Pray for all who continue to recover from disasters. 
 
 
June 11 

Pray for the anti-hunger advocacy effort taking place in Washington, 
D.C. 

Give thanks for food producers and food delivery systems that work.  
Pray for women participating in the Northeastern Iowa, Northwestern Iowa, Southeast-

ern Iowa, and North Carolina synodical conventions. 
 
 
June 18 

Pray for the work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. 
Give thanks for summer vacations and opportunities to rest and renew. 
Pray for women participating in the Western Iowa and Northeastern Pennsylvania syn-

odical conventions. 
 
 
June 25 

Pray for the people of Darfur. 
Give thanks for the ELCA Disaster Relief program.  
Pray for women participating in the Lower Susquehanna and South Carolina  

synodical conventions.  
 



 

June 3 – Don Saliers/Emily Saliers – The Art of Holy  
Listening 
Mark 10:46-52 
Listening can be hard work, but it is also very important be-
havior. Among other things, listening well frees us from the inner need always to feel 
we need to make our presence known. In the world of music, a listening ear allows us 
to be receivers, and to walk into brand new worlds. Emily Saliers, lead singer with the 
Indigo Girls, and her father, Don Saliers, a church musician and professor of Christian 
worship, know that being changed by music is like being changed by grace – both re-
quire receptive ears and hearts. 
 
June 10 – Danny Wuerffel – Defining Success 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Former Heisman trophy winner and NFL quarterback Danny Wuerffel knows a lot 
about acclaim. He couldn’t take to the field without tens of thousands of fans letting 
him know their appreciation. But Wuerffel, who currently directs a ministry for inner 
city youth, knows that fame doesn’t add up to much when compared with the truly sig-
nificant things to which we could be devoting our lives. His definition of success will 
have all of us rethinking our callings in life.  
 
June 17 – Scot McKnight – Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Matthew 22:37 
Most people both inside and outside of Christianity are acquainted with the great com-
mandment to love God with all of our heart, soul, and mind, and to love our neighbor 
as ourselves. But how many really live the balance of this creed – the priority of both 
of its dimensions – in a daily way? Scot McKnight, author of the book "The Jesus 
Creed," describes how significant these words were to Jesus of Nazareth, and how im-
portant they deserve to be for shaping our daily lives.  
 
June 24 – Judith Valente – Nourishing Your Soul 
Psalm 119:167-168 
Nourishing one’s soul is like nourishing one’s body except that the protein content is a 
little different. The protein for nourishing one’s soul comes from spiritual food – food 
that comes in the form of attentiveness, gratitude, simplicity, prayer, mystery, and 
more. Judith Valente, an on-air correspondent for the PBS-TV program "Religion and 
Ethics Newsweekly," finds spiritual food grows best in the garden of sacred poetry. 
She is co-author of the book "Twenty Poems to Nourish Your Soul." 

Grace Matters airs on Sunny 101.9 at 7:30 Sunday mornings. 



 

 
 

 
“Honor your father…as the 

Lord your God has  
commanded you…” 

 
Deuteronomy 5:16 

 

Here are some things you can do for your father on Father’s Day:  
 
How about taking him out for breakfast before worship or for lunch 
after the service? Or both!  
 
Consider starting a Memory Book for him. Collect papers such as his 
birth and baptism certificates, photos of him as a child, a student, a 
graduate, a groom, a father, at his job and so on. If your mother has 
any special letters from your father she would be willing to share with 
the family, put them in the scrapbook.  
 
Some time during Father’s Day, ask him to tell stories about his most 
exciting adventures, meaningful religious experiences, his greatest 
joys, etc. Record these wonderful memories and then share them 
again on future occasions such as his birthday, anniversaries, family 
gatherings, Thanksgiving, etc. 

Bible Verse to Memorize 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting ready to sing for Mother’s Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Sunday School classes made 
75 hand-made Easter cards for 
shut-ins and those in nursing 
homes.  They worked on the cards 
during their extra time in Sunday 
School throughout Lent.  Students 
did a great job.  
The cards were 
beautiful and 
much appreci-
ated. 



 

 

 Council Highlights 
• Scholarships for Fortune Lake will be $225/week or  
$125/ half week 
• The July 9 picnic will be open to members of all four   
Ishpeming ELCA churches  
• Regular council meeting was followed by a productive 
Shared Ministry meeting.  Representatives from Bethany, 
Faith, Trinity, and Bethel  (approx 30-40 ) were in attendance.   

 



 

 

 
People around the globe are vis-
iting Bethany’s website. 
 
Webmaster Larry Alexander reports that 
since January, the Bethany  
website has had more than 415 visitors 
and  over 1444 pages viewed.  The visi-
tors to Bethany’s website span the 
United States.  In the United States, we 
have had visitors from Austin, TX,; Den-
ver, CO; Delray Beach, FL;  
Belfair, OR; Santa Clara, CA; and  
numerous east coast cities.  Outside of 
the U.S., Bethany’s website has been 
visited by people from Debno and Bars-
buttel, Germany; Tokyo, Japan; Wyn-
berg, Irene, and Pretoria, South Africa; 
and Clairmont and Winnipeg, Canada. 
 

Have You Visited Bethany’s Website? 
www.bethanyishpeming.org 



 

Contributions to and ideas for the newsletter can be made by contacting 
Linda Dahl by phone, e-mail, or by dropping a note in the newsletter mail-
box at church. 

485-1625 
linkarzig@wmconnect.com   or   linkarzig@netscape.com 

 

Congratulations! 
Honor Roll: 
Phelps—Courtney Allen, Natalee Dobson, Kate Clark, Jordan Dault*, Alex Golds-
worthy, Katie Johns* 
Westwood—Kellie Clark*, Tori Nault*, Maria Mariani, Erick Pohlman., Sara Om-
brello, Seth Bjorne 
Negaunee– Kristina Mattson*, Kenneth Kinnunen, Kaitlyn Thompson, Victoria 
Mattson*  
 
Karen Plaisier was honored  as an Influential Educator during Excellence in  
Education Week.. She was nominated by student Anthony Menard.  Karen will  
receive a $1,000 professional development award to further her academic training or 
to enhance classroom activities. 
 
Tori Nault was selected as  the  Outstanding  Senior Math Student of Westwood 
High School. 
 

Did you Know????  
 

• 25 pints of blood were collected at 
Bethany’s latest Blood Drive.   

• The confirmation youth gathering 
at Bethany in April was the largest 
youth event ever held in the  

      Northern Great Lakes Synod. 
• Mallory Warner recently returned 

from France where she had been 
studying this semester.  Mallory, a 
student at St. Norbert’s, is pursuing  

     a degree in International Relations. 
Youth Gathering at Bethany 



 

 

Planning Ahead… 
July—Picnic  
July—Strawberry Social 
July—Aug  Vacation Bible School 
July—Swedish Singers 

 Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolate  
Are Available at Bethany 

 
Café Salvador Coffee     $4.75 / box 
Organic Decaf Coffee    $5.25 / box 

All teas     $2.50  / box 
Hot cocoa   $4.00 / container 

Organic chocolate bar    $2.00 / bar 
 

From Small Farmers With Love 

Keep In Your Prayers 
• Remember our home-bound and nursing home residents: June 

Bjorne, Teckla Holmgren, Barbara Crabb, Marvin Nadeau, 
Clyde Jago (Jacobetti ), Pearl Forchini (Mather), and Martha  

      Ulrickson (Mather) 
• Family and friends of  Francis Lundin 
• Sue & Ed Holmgren upon the loss of Sue’s mother Rhoda Pelto 
• Our high school graduates 
• Nick Chartre 
• Marvin Nadeau who is recuperating from hip surgery 
• Janet Anderson 
• LaVerne Koski 
• Don Doney 
• Jim Sodergren 
• Those in the military that they may remain safe 
• Summer travelers 
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