











Join Bethany on December 15 at 1 P.M. f or
The Hanging of the Greens

Legend has it that Martin Luther was the first to decorate his
home with a Christmas tree over four centuries ago. He was
walking home on Christmas Eve when he saw the stars shining
upon the snow-covered branches of fir trees. He was so taken
by the sight that he took a tree home and placed candles on the
branches to demonstrate to his family what a glorious sight he
had seen. From this first Christmas tree in the Luther house-
hold, the German people began using a Christmas tree in their
homes.

Isaiah 60:13 tells us: “The glory of Lebanon shall come unto
thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify
the place of my sanctuary.” Evergreens have long been
considered a symbol of eternity, as a sign of God’s everlasting
nature, and a sign that the faithful will experience endless life
in fellowship with God in Jesus Christ. Today the evergreen
is a noted symbol of Christmas itself. The evergreen we use to
decorate our sanctuary will remind us of God’s endlessness,
God’s abiding love in Jesus Christ, and of our eternal
fellowship with God when Christ is our Lord.

This year Bethany will celebrate the beautifying of our sanctuary for the Christmas
season with a special gathering on Saturday December 15 at 1 pm. A lot of people
are needed to make the sanctuary glow with the light of the Christ Child.

This year the tree in the sanctuary will be decorated with stars. If you have star
ornaments that you would like to contribute, please bring them on or before
December 15.

After the decorating workers will be warmed with hot coffee
and cookies. Bethany hopes to see many of you there.

Bring in your stars.
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Christ, Be Our Light

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Y
Q‘

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.

Refrain

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst. _ \““«\\\\_\1\"!!-='f!rf W//,z%
Make us your bread, broken for others, & R
shared until all are fed.

o

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Evangelical Lutheran Worship #715




“Longing for Light in this Season of Advent”
By Luke Smetters

These first two verses from a prayerful song written by Bernadette Farrell seem to say it best.
In the Middle East, in a land that knows war all too well and for a people who experience this
as a present reality, Augusta Victoria Hospital, located in East Jerusalem, is a flame of hope for
many people. A flame of hope that fights against all odds to keep from being extinguished, a
hospital at risk of being shut down.

Augusta Victoria Hospital is run by the Lutheran World Federation

(LWF) and was started, in part, as an instrument seeking to bring peace

and reconciliation to Jewish-Christian relationships and Christian-

§ Muslim relationships. The Israel-Palestine conflicts seem to cover the

§ land in a darkness of despair for many individuals facing injustice,
nemployment, poverty and bloodshed. Augusta Victoria Hospital has

““= been one of the few places where common people from differing

Augusta Victoria Hospital, Jerusalem.  'eligious traditions can seek the assistance they need.
© LWF/DWS Jerusalem/M. Brown

In 2002, the nation of Israel took the Lutheran World
Federation to court. Israel is attempting to void the longstanding tax exemption which the
hospital has had since 1966 with Jordan. This tax exemption was continued by Israel in 1967.
If the courts decide in favor of Israel’s government, the hospital would have to pay hundreds
f thousands of dollars in taxes to the State of Israel. Not having those funds available to pay
the taxes, the hospital would have to close its doors. Israel has already won the case in a
district court, but the LWF has appealed to Israel’s Supreme Court.

r

As Christians, we are often called to serve the suffering, regardless
of religious beliefs. Jesus simply said, “Heal the sick.” Many
people throughout the world still live in darkness, longing for hope
in this troubled world. May we live each day attentive to all those
in need, sharing with them the light of Christ that comes to us in
this season of Advent, until all our brothers and sisters may join in
Farrell’s refrain:

A young patient receives emergency treatment.
© LWF/DWS/ACT Jerusalem/P. Jeffrey

Christ be out light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
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An African Story of God's Amazing Grac:..1 F

Through twenty years of war, the Acholi people of Northern Uganda
endured rape, torture and child abduction. Thousands died. Many were
displaced in squalid camps. Others are still missing. Despite all of this,
the Acholi are united in a belief that the only real solution is reconcilia-
tion and forgiveness.

Uganda: Ready to Forgive airs on NBC Television beginning Sunday, December 2, 2007.
Check your local listings for the date and time in your area.
et

» Advent Potluck Dinner
K December 9
i Following Worship

Everyone is Welcome!

Contributions will be matched by Thrivent
and go to Pastor's Discretionary Fund.

Order your poinsettias

by Sunday, December 9th.
An order form will be
in your bulletin each
Sunday.

Cost: $12




__L Snowflakes softly falling
Vel 1 Upon your window play,

Your blankets snug around you,
Into sleep you drift away.

AN

I bend to gently kiss you,

When | see that on the floor

There’s a letter, neatly written,
I wonder who it’s for.

I quietly unfold it

Making sure you're still asleep,
It’s a Christmas list for Santa —
One my heart will always keep.

It started just as always
With the toys seenon TV,
A new watch for your father
And a winter coat for me.

But as my eyes read on

I could see that deep inside

There were many things you wished for
That your loving heart would hide.

You asked if your friend Molly
Could have another dad;

It seems her father hits her
And it makes you very sad.

Then you asked dear Santa

If the neighbors down the street
Could find a job, that he might have
Some food, and clothes, and heat.

A Child’s Christmas Prayer

You saw a family on the news
Whose house had blown away;

“Dear Santa, send them just one thing
A place where they can stay.”

“And Santa, those four cookies
That | left you for a treat,

Could you take them to the children
Who have nothing else to eat?”

“Do you know that little bear I have -
The one I love so dear?

I’m leaving it for you to take

To Africa this year.”

“And as you fly your reindeer

On this night of Jesus’ birth,

Could your magic bring to everyone
Goodwill and peace on earth?”

“There’s one last thing before you go -
So grateful I would be -

If you’d smile at Baby Jesus

In the manger by our tree.”

| pulled the letter close to me;
| felt it melt my heart.

Those tiny hands had written
What no other could impart.

“And a little child shall lead them,”

Was whispered in my ear

As | watched you sleep on Christmas Eve
While Santa Claus was here.

— Author Unknown




A World Waits In Wonder
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The night is filled with haunting fears. Who is not apprehensive at the prospect of
navigating the astronomy of the unknown in the mid of night? Author Sherman
Alexie, a Spokane/’Coeur d’Alene Indian tells of leaning over the edge of a dam as a
boy and watching the ghosts of salmon rise from the water to the sky and become con-
stellations. “Believe me,” he says, “for most Indians stars are nothing more than white
tombstones scattered across a dark graveyard.”

Ever since late June, the days have been turning over with an imperceptible speed,
each day a bit shorter than the one before. Now that the sun is less and less present, we
have begun to notice the creeping darkness.

The earth too feels the loss of sun. Much growth has been halted in the northern hemi-
sphere while fractures of frost offer witness of what is to come. Slowly, parts of life
change, die and blow away, as the long night of mystery and power, of dark secrets and
fear, begins to fall upon us. It is here and now that the church prepares to experience
once again, but in a radically new way, the promise that has been given to it.

Three figures from scripture guide us to Christ today and tomorrow. lIsaiah tells us that
Israel depended on God’s promise to send the anointed one. John the Baptizer
announces our own time a salvation, a salvation for everyone. Finally, the Virgin
Mother announces not only the coming birth, but also the upending of the status quo
because of that birth.

Ultimately, the focus is on that One: the “creator of the stars at
night”. Perhaps the stars in the heaven, the sun and the moon ﬁ k&
and all the constellations, comets and meteors that move about =

in their mysterious cycles are really those who loved justice,

who rise from the dead to shine like stars. And as stars com-

missioned by God with their own task, they present themselves
before God.

James Hansen




Matthew Leverton, Vicar Luke Smetters, Kristina Mattson,
Pastor Warren Geier, Kenneth Kinnunen, Seth Bjorne,
Alexandra Kitchen

A Prayer at Confirmation
by Carrie Coverdale
a 9" grader

Dear God,

Today is a great day. | can feel your presence in the sunshine, the wind, and in my
heart. 1 know you are with me, holding my hand, keeping me from falling. | know
you will be with me tomorrow, and the next day, and as far into my future as you
carry me. On the day | was born, we embarked on a journey, you and I, one that will
last a lifetime. We’ve hit potholes, roadblocks, construction, and detours, but ulti-
mately, we’ve come to a place, together, where we can grow and develop a
relationship.

We’ve had help along the way. You’ve given me so much to believe in and so many
who believe in me. You’ve helped these people lead me to a quiet place where you
are waiting for me. There | received from you a strong faith, a loving family, and a
wonderful community of supporters who have watched me as | developed into who
I am.

I realize, at this turning point in my faith, one thing — that I want you in my life. 1
need you in my life. 1 know our journey will never end, as long as we continue on it
together.

Amen
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WHATS NEW

New Books For December 2007
By Heenan Junnell

it LIBRARY?

Just a very few possibilities for some relaxing Christmas reading.

We—  Carlson, Melody. The Gift of Christmas Present
L GIET “Christine Bradley couldn’t have been more surprised when her father
UIIH\II%IT\\ revealed that she had been adopted at birth. As she grapples with the
. :; news, Christine determines to find what’s left of her biological family.
W, 88 As Christmas nears and Christine draws closer to the truth about her
T ﬁ heritage, she finds an unexpected gift in the family she never knew she
| A had.”

Dowd, Pamela, et al. Simply Christmas

Four novellas present four women who face one decision this Christmas: Will they
jump into the commercialized rat race or pursue the true meaning of the holiday through a
simpler approach?

When Maggie seeks a break from the mad holiday rush, her family panics. Can she
create “Christmas balance,” or will her family’s antics drive her back to her perfectionist,
take-charge ways?

Alone for the first time at Christmas, Lorraine wants only to enjoy the peace. But
when the spirit of the season comes calling, will she give up her plans to extend goodwill to
those in need?

Instead of buying for Christmas, Mary Martha is selling. When a young woman re-
sponds to her ad for a dining room table, will Mary Martha see the opportunity to help a
hurting soul—and heal her own in the process?

Temporarily out of work, Penny’s husband suggests taking Christmas on the road.
Can she find anything to celebrate in a cramped RV with two kids, a husband, and not even a
wreath?

You’ll love thee witty and poignant stories of faith, hope and peace at Christmastime.

Y 7% Y 7 78 7S
230 23830 530 530 £330 =




Copeland, Lori. Unwrapping Christmas.

“It’s the Christmas season and once again Rose plans to do it all:
the decorations, the baking, the gifts, the parties....But too soon, Rose
finds herself exhausted and harried with her endless list of commitments.
In a season of giving, Rose feels rather empty. Her words of cheer and
encouragement sound flat even to her own ears. And she can only watch &
as her family drifts away during a time that should celebrate family tra-
dition. When, she wonders, did she stop feeling the awe and anticipation
of Christmas? But in her weakest moment, God reveals his strength—

and in this charming and winsome story, Rose discovers what giving is
really about.”

mm Wheeler, Joe. The Twelve Stories of Christmas.

# 1 “Christmas is a grace-filled season of traditions, cherished memories, pre-
| cious moments with family and friends, and, of course, wonderful sto-
"W ries....This heart-stirring collection of beautifully crafted stories vividly
W0 captures the flavor and meaning of Christmas. You will reminisce about

3 || your own beloved Christmas memories and be inspired to create new ones.
In the midst of the excitement and activities of the season, start a new tra-
dition—or revive an old one—as you read this delightfully engaging selec-
tion of Christmas tales to be treasured for a lifetime.”

Christmas Books You Aren’t Likely to See

s L iy TG
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The Art of Kissing by Miss L. Toe
Winning at Charades by Vic Tree
Guessing Your Presents by P. King
Bad Gifts by M. T. Box
How to Get a Great Present by B. Good
Christmas Questions by I. Dunnoe & Noah Little
Make Your Parents Get What You Want by Ruth Lesschild
I’d Rather Have Fish for Christmas Dinner by Ann Chovie
Happy New Year by Mary Christmas




Christmas Books for Children 1 F

by Kathy Geier

Reading the Christmas story together is a special part of a family’s Christmas tradition.
The church library has a large collection of Christmas and Advent books for all ages and
reading levels that are an enjoyable way to share the celebration of the seasons with
children. Here are some of the new additions.

For Advent:
Getting Ready for Christmas: a daily Advent Prayer and Activity Book for the Family
Mouse Tales: Things Hoped For, Advent, Christmas, Epiphany [ N
What Child is This: An Advent Book of Hide and Seek \ Yo, :
Advent Is for Waiting b/}

Picture Books

Elmo’s 12 Days of Christmas, a Sesame Street board book
How Many Miles to Bethlehem, a beautifully illustrated and fanciful retelling of the
Christmas story

Mary of Nazareth

Tomie’s Little Christmas Pageant, a board book

The Huron Carol tells the Christmas story in the Huron setting. The carol was written
by Jean de Brebeuf, a missionary to the Huron tribe in the 17" century, and the
illustrations beautifully incorporate their culture and traditions.

Mystery in the Stable tells the story of two young residents of Bethlehem who wonder
what’s going on in that stable.

Readers — These have controlled vocabularies and are enjoyable for beginning readers.
A Silent Night
The First Christmas

Arch Books — These stories in this series are told in rhyme and are great read-alouds as
well as fun for new readers.
The Baby Born in a Stable
The Shepherd’s Christmas
The Visit of the Wise Men
Just Look in the Stable
Born on Christmas Morn
Joseph’s Christmas Story

Crafts, Gifts and Cards for Kids to Make
101 things to do for Christmas




December Worship Assistants

December 2

Assisting Minister - Sally Grant

Acolytes - Victoria Mattson & Katie Johns
Altar Guild - LaVerne Koski

Greeters - Tom & Emilie Brown

Flowers - In memory of Gunnard & Rhoda
Pelto by Ed & Sue Holmgren and family
Coffee Hosts - Personnel

December 9

Assisting Minister - Matt Waters

Acolytes - Christina Mariani & Katelyn
Ombrello

Altar Guild - Clara Carlson

Greeters -

Flowers - In memory of Arthur Brown by

Doreen Brown

Coffee Hosts - Advent Dinner

December 16

Assisting Minister - Evelyn Valente

Acolytes - Jordan Dault & Natalee
Rasmussen

Altar Guild - Marilyn Pontti

Greeters - Don & Kaye Frederickson

Flowers - In memory of Stuart Sundblad by

the Sundblad family

Coffee Hosts -

December 23

Assisting Minister - Robert Nadeau

Acolytes - Alex Goldsworthy & Kate Clark

Altar Guild - Marian Medlyn & Diana
Sandstrom

Flowers -

Coffee—Janitors

December 24 (4:00)

Assisting Minister - Jerry Plaisier

Acolytes - Max Alexander & John
Leverton

Altar Guild - Sue Holmgren

Greeters -

December 24 (11:00)

Assisting Minister - Kathy Harrington

Acolytes - Mindy Harrington & Kara
Harrington

Altar Guild - Sue Holmgren

Greeters -

December 25

Assisting Minister -

Altar Guild - Sue Holmgren
Greeters -

December 30

Assisting Minister - Ned Johns

Acolytes - Natalie Dobson & Megan
Hough

Altar Guild - Sue Ryan

Greeters -

Flowers - In honor of Marvin &

Evelyn Nadeau’s 65th anniversary

Coffee Hosts -

January Ushers—Jaak Liivoja’s team

December Ushers:

Ralph Roy Koski
Goethe Ray Leverton
James Chap- Jerry Plaisier
man Knut Strom
Ed Johns




Sun ‘{V

2 9:00 Sunday School
9:15 Evangelism

9:30 Choir

10:30 Worship; Brief
Congregational meeting
6:00 Confirmation

9 9:00 Sunday School
9:30 Choir

10:30 Worship; Advent

potluck

16

9:00 Sunday School
9:30 Choir

10:30 Worship/
Children’s program
4:00 Caroling at
Mather

23

No Sunday School
9:30 Choir

10:30 Worship -
“Lessons and Carols”
Choral Program

30

No Sunday School
9:30 Choir

10:30 Worship

December 2007

Mon

3

11:00 Bible Study
6:30 Worship

6:30 WELCA
Christmas program

10

11:00 Bible Study
6:30 Worship

7:00 Shaw! Ministry
7:30 Christian Ed.

17

6:30 Worship

7:30 Parish Planning
Council

24

4:00 Worship

11:00 Worship
(Musical Preludes at
3:45 and 10:45)

31
No worship service

Tue

4
9:00 Quilters

6:30 Worship & Music

7:00 Property

11
9:00 Quilters

7:00 Ad hoc Committee
on Active Member List

18
9:00 Quilters

25
10:30 Worship

Wed

5
5:15 Bells
6:30 Choir

12

10:00 Men’s coffee
4:00 Social Ministry
5:15 Bells

6:30 Choir

19

2:00 Martha Circle
5:15 Bells

6:30 Choir

26
10:00 Men’s coffee

| am obliged to bear witness because | hold a
particle of light, and to keep it to myself
would be equivalent to extinguishing it.

-Gabriel Marcel

Thu

6
6:30 Bible Study

13
5:00 Finance
6:30 Bible Study

20

27

Fri

7 Fellowship 8
Pizza Hut 5:30 :
Scrooge—Meet at

church at 6:45

14 15
1:00 Hanging of the
Greens

21 22

28 29

Deadline for January
Newsletter is Sunday,
December 23.
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Happy Birthday!

Kay Skytta
Lindsay Waters
Ralph Goethe
John Pontti

Irene Portale
Donald Liljequist
Emily Vallier
Pauline Toivonen
Ida Anderson
Cheryl Sleeman
Pearl Forchini
Karen Mattson
Sheree Mariani
Lynn Healey
Daniel Kaukola
Todd Pohlman
Meredith Seppanen
Justin Young
Richard Meyer
James Chapman
Jerald Hager
Mindy Harrington
Christine Jarvi
Holly Bjorne
Carol Truscott
Ann Carne
Kayla Kaukola
Knut Strom

Roy Eman
Megan Hough
Carol Waters
Travis Wooden
Lisa Ombrello
David Laine
Carl Pellonpaa

Happy Anniversary!
Roy & LaVerne Koski
12/1/1984 23 years

Jerry & Karen Plaisier
12/1/1990 17 years

Ray & Sandra Sundquist
12/12/1975 32 years

Carl & Doris Pellonpaa
12/16/1953 54 years

James & Jane Anderson
12/21/1968 39 years

Larry & Ann Alexander
12/27/1986 21 years

John & Marilyn Pontti
12/28/1959 48 years

Marvin & Evelyn Nadeau
12/30/1942 65 years




ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson's
Christmas Message 2007

= "Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this
; \ way..." (Matthew 1:18).

Many generations after God promised a Messiah, a young girl named Mary
conceived a child by the Holy Spirit. Joseph, the young man to whom she was
betrothed, was told by an angel that the child she would bear was God's Son,
Jesus.

God's power and blessing worked through common lives to bring forth Jesus the
Messiah. Joseph and Mary, ordinary young adults nurtured by the generations
before them, were open to God's extraordinary activity in their lives. They were
common people whose willing hearts and courage powerfully proclaimed the
Good News of the one who would save his people from their sins.

Countless generations later, you and | are called to proclaim the Good News of
Emmanuel, "God with us.” Our neighborhoods, our communities, and our world
are filled with those who long to know Jesus' love and saving presence in their
lives. God uses us in all our ordinariness and sinfulness to bring forth the promise
and light of Christ's love and salvation.

This Christmas, may the Holy Spirit give you faith, courage, and a willing heart
as you take part in God's ongoing miracle. May you know the joy and awe that
comes from bearing Christ's creative and redeeming love to the world.

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson "They Shall Name Him
Presiding Bishop P
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Which Means,
God Is With Us."
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WELCA CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Monday, December 3rd at 7 p.m.

Come and join us for our annual Christmas Program. This year we will enjoy the singing of
the Gitchee Gumee Guys and a reading called "My Son, My Savior" followed by coffee and
dessert. Bring a friend and catch the holiday spirit!

What WELCA means to me!

"WELCA means a time of fellowship with wonderful women. We take the time out of our
busy lives to reflect on what God has done for us and how we can help other people.”
-Sandee Sundquist

Cinnamon Bread
Submitted by Debbie Cain

1 cup sugar 1/2 cup crisco
2 eggs 1 tsp. vanilla
A 1 cup sour cream  1/4 cup milk
, 2 cups flour 1 1/2 tsp. baking powder
(/// 1/2 tsp. salt 1 tsp. baking soda
& FR&ecipes L
Bethémy Filling: 1/4 cup sugar 1 1/2 tsp. orange zest

2 tsps. cinnamon  Mix together.

Cream together crisco and sugar until fluffy. Add eggs and vanilla, beat well. Blend in milk
and sour cream. Stir in flour, salt, baking soda, and baking powder. Spread half of the batter
into bread pan, sprinkle 3/4 of the filling on batter. Place remaining batter in pan and take a
knife through the batter in a S shape. Sprinkle top with remaining filling. Bake at 350 de-
grees for 45 to 55 minutes or until toothpick comes out clean.




“vatZuse, December 3
a5 - =aPray for the shepherds of the world .. all kinds and in all places.
A 6 oS3 1Give thanks for caretakers and caregivers, especially those who care for extended
“en=iwe  family, aging parents, military personnel and others living with disabilities, refugees, the
homeless, and those living in assisted living, rehabilitative care homes, and long-term
care residences.
1Pray for youth, that they may see in this season of Advent reason to hope in the fu-
ture: theirs and the world's.
December 10
1Pray for the Marys and Marthas of the church, that their gifts and service may be af-
firmed and celebrated.
1Give thanks for opportunities for fellowship that renew relationships, spirits, and one's passion for life.
1Pray for children and your ability to relate to them and their needs as sisters and brothers in Christ.
December 17
1Pray for those with broken hearts (literally and figuratively), those who are lonely, and the disenfran-
chised.
1Give thanks for the light of day, your enlightenment, and the "light of the world."
1Pray for our global education and advocacy program, women involved in it and their ability to tell the
story of community and sisterhood, and your growth in understanding of the joys, hopes, needs, and chal-
lenges of women throughout the world.
December 24
1Pray for peace in war zones, homes where domestic violence exists, between gangs, in broken relation-
ships, in worried hearts and minds, and wherever chaos, anger, and inability to communicate prevent peo-
ple from knowing the power of Christ's presence and the presence of God's power in their lives.
1Give thanks for gifts: the Christ Child, grace in your life, your family and friends, Christmas presents,
and your personal gifts that God uses to tell the story of God's love to the world.
1Pray for your ability to gift the world with God's love and grace.
December 31
1Pray for the Women of the ELCA health initiative: Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls, that women
and girls will take this opportunity for education and personal responsibility regarding their health so they
may witness boldly to God's grace in their lives.
1Give thanks for the Women of the ELCA grants and scholarships programs that offer hope to women
and girls in the United States and around the world.
1Pray for your resolve to rest in the promises of God and to act boldly on your faith in Jesus Christ in the
new year.
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December 2, 2007 — Peter W. Marty — Waiting: Who's Waiting for WI I

2 Peter 3:8-15

In this first of a four-part Advent series on WAITING, host race
Peter W. Marty explores how lousy we can be at waiting. His atters
interview guest is the Bible. Through an often overlooked passage el ey ftie

of the Bible, Marty reminds us of an important key to growing our
own patience in life -- recognizing how much other people and God
wait upon us. Delightful Advent music complements this four-part series.

December 9, 2007 — Peter W. Marty — Waiting: With Great Anticipation

2 James 5:7-10

In this second of a four-part Advent series on WAITING, host Peter W. Marty talks about wait-
ing that involves a goal. Some of our waiting is highly impatient because we know there may
be very unwelcome news coming our way, but some of our waiting is packed with eager an-
ticipation because we know there is a lively goal or a promise attached to the end of the wait.
This makes all the difference in the world, especially for those who follow Jesus Christ.

December 16, 2007 — Peter W. Marty — Waiting: The Politics of It
Luke 18:1-8
In this third of a four-part Advent series on WAITING, host Peter W. Marty reveals
a kind of waiting that does not deserve to have patience attached to it. This is the
X waiting for justice and righteousness for the world’s dispossessed. Drawing on
f‘f:'gg = ¥ stories from a Biblical widow to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Marty argues persua-
;ﬁ%‘."ﬁ@ sively for a form of Christian waiting that cannot afford to be too patient or passive.
@ More music of the season complements the meditation.

December 23, 2007 — Peter W. Marty — Waiting: Expectant and on Tiptoes

Luke 1:39-45

In this final edition of a four-part series on WAITING, host Peter W. Marty brings the Advent
season into the fullness of Christmas. Envisioning the anticipation of a gift that stretches be-
yond its contents, Marty pictures the truest form of waiting as something that will embrace us,
hold us, and help us make sense of our lives. Through a touching story of a mother who un-
derstands the character of a God-With-Us love, this edition of Grace Matters will inspire
Christmas joy in you.

December 30, 2007 — Jerry Evenrud — New Beginnings

Luke 15:11-32

For this end-of-the-year program, host Peter W. Marty focuses on the new beginnings that
comes to our lives when grace is bestowed on us. Enjoy a New Year interview with guest,
Jerry Evenrud. Evenrud is a retired church musician who travels with an extensive art collec-
tion of images from the Prodigal Son story in Luke’s Gospel. With the recent publication of a
new full-color book with these images from around the world, a book titled "And Grace Will
Lead Me Home," Evenrud explores the inexhaustible riches of this story which none of us can
escape appreciating.

Grace Matters airs on Sunny 101.9 at 7:30 Sunday mornings.




Community Christmas Events

December 4 Quad Parish Advent/Christmas Gathering at
Bethel Lutheran Church 7 pm Program & Refreshments

December 8 Negaunee Male Chorus “For Unto Us A Child Is
Born” Peterson Auditorium 7 pm $6

December 13 Christian Women’s Connection Brunch at
Holiday Inn “Let Their Be Light” 9:30—11:00 am

December 16 St. Paul’s Ecumenical Choral Concert “The
Spirit of Christmas” 3:30 and 7:30 pm St. Paul’s, Negaunee

Seed Sowers: “A Great Light”
Dec. 4: Valente (MCMCF) 7 pm
Dec. 6 : First Presbyterian, Marquette 7 pm
Dec. 9: Bethel Lutheran, Ishpeming 2 pm
Our Redeemer, Champion 7 pm

Ebenezer Scrooge
Book & Lyrics by Denise Clark
Music by Jeff Bruning
December 6-8, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.
Matinees
December 8 & 9 at 1 p.m.

Bethany is well represented in Ebenezer Scrooge. Denise Clark is the author of
the book and lyrics, and her daughter Kate is the narrator of the play. Luke
Smetters has the role of Bob Cratchitt and Max Alexander is part of the chorus
of townspeople.

The fellowship group is making at evening of it on Friday, December 7. First,
they will meet for pizza at Pizza Hut at 5:30, and then they will meet to carpool
at the church at 6:45. If you want to skip the pizza, just be at the church at 6:45.
A block of tickets has been set aside, and the tickets are $8 at the door. Hope to
see you there.
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Kids - Did you know,,

Bible Verse to Memorize

“The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.”

John1l:9

Children Sing the Christmas Story

This year the Children’s Service will tell the
Christmas story as told from the book of Luke.
Included in the service will be traditional Christ-
mas hymns and some original music we are work-
ing on particularly for this service. The children Children’s f’
will be busy rehearsing the first two Sundays in Christmas |
December so it is very important that they are in p I
Sunday School. After the worship service, Social rogram | g
Ministry will have coffee, cookies, and juice for Al
refreshments.
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_ December 16
Brent & Denise Clark

Dear God,
Thank you for the baby brother but what | asked for was
a puppy. | never asked for any-
thing before. You can look it
up.

Joyce

SEAR G




Someone took Jesus

A couple of days after Christmas, the Nativity scene was still up in the chancel of a San
Francisco church. Walking by it, the pastor noticed that the baby Jesus was missing from
the manger.

Shortly afterward, as the pastor walked outside the church, he saw a small boy pulling a
new wagon. In the wagon bed was a doll that looked very much like the missing baby
Jesus.
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The pastor greeted the boy and asked him about the
doll.

“l got it in the church,” the boy replied.
“Why did you take it from the church?”
“Well,” the boy answered. “I prayed for a new wagon and told the Lord Jesus that if I got

one, | would give him a ride. | got the wagon, took him for a ride and now I’m bringing
him back to the church.”
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Date: December 16

Time: 4 pm

Meet at Mather in the Dining Room.

Everyone - adults, teens, kids -

) . is invited to join us in song.
We're Going Caroling ) J

at Mather Nursing Home




better?

Whose batch will be
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p Bethany’s '
‘ Bread
. Baking

im‘b' anaalll ‘

| wonder
what’s inside.

Soup & Bread— mmmm good!
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“It's the perfect Christmas gift ~Hope on a Rope”




Gary Sundblad Featured on Australian Podcast

Gary Sundblad was recently interviewed for the weekly Australian internet
podcast, "Conversations With Mrs. Claus". Gary talks about the origins
behind his Christmas music. Mrs. Claus also plays a vintage 1978 recording
of Gary reading his children's story, "Snowlight Snowbright”. Gather all the
children around and listen to this real treat. The program is scheduled to be
released for Christmas, on or about December 24th.

"Podcasts" are like pre-recorded internet radio shows. You don't need an
"iPod" to hear them. Anyone with an internet connection can download these
free audio files, and listen to them over their computer speakers. They tend to
be rather large files, so a high speed connection definitely helps, but they are
available to all.

The podcast can be found on the www.hohohochristmas.com site.
Once there, click the "Mrs Claus Podcast Show" link on the left side of the

page.

Raggedy Ann and Andy were out
and about in Marquette County on
Halloween bringing smiles to the
patients and residents at
Marquette General, Mather
Nursing Home, Eastwood
Nursing Home, Warner Creek,
and Marquette County Medical
Care Facility. It was no trick -
only a very special treat to see
Meet Pastor Cori Johnson and Luke
RaggedyAnn & Smetters sharing in the fun of the
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Council Highlights

il « Dan Argall will proceed with entryway stained
/\/’ M ttane N Qlass project. (Initial designs are on display in entry-
h (s way.)
— = « Ad hoc committee will meet on December 11 at
H __.h; e “{__l;h._ —|| 7pm to work on Active Member List Report.

Installed new water tank.
o Reached a consensus that Bethany continue to sponsor Grace Matters one
month per year.
Looking into purchasing some large type hymnals.
The Thanksgiving offering will be given to the Salvation Army.
Received prices on LCD projector and laptop
Election of new officers will be held December 2.
The excess funds from the Brueggemann visit will be returned to the Earth
Keepers.
« Looking to congregational members for special contributions to help
defray cost of roof project.

Rather than incurring the cost of
mailing the Christmas folders, they
will be available for every family
outside of the sanctuary.

Please consider making a special
Christmas contribution.

Thank You.




January Pie Social to Raise Funds for Roof

January is the month of limbo when all the business of the
holiday season quiets down. Bethany is going to have something
new in 2008. A few ladies have permission to have a "Pie Social"
to raise funds to help defray the cost of the roof repairs. We will
also apply for matching funds from Thrivent. So, ladies and
gentlemen, put on those aprons and bake your favorite pies.

We will need lots of pies to serve the public. Bethany people are
always willing to help and always come through when asked to
help so we are counting on you again. We will also need about eight members of
Thrivent to help cut pies and serve . We will keep you informed at Sunday Services. We
are hoping to make this an annual event. If you can help by baking, please call:

Kaye Frederickson 486-9740

Shirley Tyni 485-8583 Thank you!
Sue Holmgren 486-8127

(.- need
Joursupport

The Church Council has indicated that Bethany is about $1500
short for the roof project. If you would like to make a special con-
. tribution to help defray this cost, please use a pew envelope and
mark on it ROOF.

Lay School—Negaunee Campus

Winter term: January 15-March 11, Easter Break, April 15—April 29

Registration Deadline: January 2

Call Pastor David Echelbarger to register or for questions. 475-4817 or 475-9161
Dechelbarger@hughes.net

Students can begin Lay School at anytime and take all or some of the courses.

Courses for Winter Term: Interpreting the New Testament 3:00-5:30 pm
Church Growth:Total Quality Ministry 6:00- 7:30 pm
Systematic Theology 7:30-9:00 pm

A dinner break is provided from 5:30 to 6:00 pm
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Bethany Supports Local ]
Food Banks

December’s target food will be baking
products. Though only one type of food is
designated, you are never limited to just
that if you wish to bring something else.

Congratulations!

Running back Casey Hares was named to
the Associated Press’ All-State Football
Team. Casey ran for 2763 yards in 12
games setting a U.P. record.

Thank you to our Bethany friends for the kind
words of sympathy and cards for the recent loss of
my brother. Your thoughtfulness will long be
remembered. God Bless You
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Ruthie & Roger Solberg Thank You

Contributions to and ideas for the newsletter can be made by contacting
Linda Dahl by phone, e-mail, or by dropping a note in the newsletter mail-
box at church.
485-1625
linkarzig@wmconnect.com or linkarzig@netscape.com




Keep In Your Prayers
Remember our home-bound and nursing home residents: June Bjorne,
Teckla Holmgren, Barbara Crabb, Clyde Jago, Marvin Nadeau (Valente),
Pearl Forchini (Mather), and Martha Ulrickson (Valente)
Nick Chartre
Therese Korpi
Those in the military that they may remain safe
Alan Johns
Paul Blomgren who is recovering from surgery
Marcia Hemmila who is recovering from surgery
Bill Medlyn
Marian and Jim Medlyn who mourn the death of their brother-in-law Donald
Krook
Cheryl and Dan Sleeman who mourn the loss of Dan’s uncle James Sleeman
Karen Williams

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolate
Are Available at Bethany

Café Salvador Coffee  $5.00 /box
Organic Decaf Coffee  $5.75/ box
Whole Bean Coffee $5.25/box
Whole Bean Decaf $6.25/box
Allteas  $2.50 /box
Hot cocoa $4.20 / container
Baking Cocoa $4.20
Milk Chocolate Bar $2.25
Dark Chocolate Mini Bars $3.00 for 20

From Small Farmers With Love

Give someone a gift from Bethany.
Let them know about

c H ECK Bethany’s website
OUT OUR Bethany’s Website
www.bethanyishpeming.org

WEB SITE!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Rev. Warren Geier, Pastor
Home Phone: 485-4218
E-mail: revwgeier@charterinternet.com

Vicar Luke Smetters
Phone: 224-406-2398
E-mail: luke_smetters@hotmail.com

Parish Planning Council:

Exec. Director, Robert Nadeau
Asst. Exec. Director, Ted Swanson
Christian Education, Brent Clark
Evangelism, Paul Sandstrom
Finance, Cheryl Sleeman
Personnel, Sandee Sundquist
Property, Jerry Plaisier

Social Ministry, Marian Medlyn
Stewardship, Kathy Harrington
Worship & Music, Dan Argall

Council Youth Member, Sarah Kinnunen Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
Northern Great Lakes Synod






